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Urgent Care Ongoing at Hôpital Albert Schweitzer Haiti  
Medical Supplies Urgently Needed 
 

DESCHAPELLES, HAITI – January 18, 2010 – Hôpital Albert Schweitzer Haiti (HAS), a surgical 
hospital 40 miles NW of Port‐Au‐Prince, has been operating continuously since the early hours 
following the devastating earthquake in Haiti.   

 

HAS is in urgent need of medical supplies.  Medical supplies that would normally last a month 
were consumed in the first day after the earthquake.  While Medical supplies have made their 
way to Haiti through the unprecedented international aid effort, frustratingly, the supplies are 
not currently reaching HAS. It is a situation we hope to correct soon. 

 

Ian Rawson, HAS Managing Director on the ground in Haiti, provides regular updates through 
an Earthquake BLOG from Haiti  http://hashaiti.blogspot.com/.  He reports today: 

 

The flow of urgent cases from Port au Prince continues as 
before except that they are more serious cases. It has been 
possible to treat and release a few of the patients, so 
slowly the ones who remain are taken off the floor and put 
on cots, and then to beds. 

Patients are stoically waiting, but it is very difficult without 
pain medication and antibiotics. 

 

HAS has planned for the long haul, and started conserving 
power and water immediately following the earthquake.    
Even with these measures in place, additional supplies of 
all kinds are desperately needed. 

For the first five days of this catastrophe, HAS operated 
with a 100% Haitian medical staff including 2 surgeons, 10 
doctors and many nurses and medical assistants.  

Through years of planning, training and education, HAS has 
continued to be a model for healthcare in Haiti.  We are 
gratified to have begun to receive reinforcements and help 
from teams of trauma surgeons, arriving daily in Haiti from 
around the world.   
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“We are succeeding in the midst of mayhem to provide urgently 
needed surgical and medical care,” said John Walton, Board Chair of HAS.  “It has always been 
part of our mission to work hand in hand with the people of Haiti in striving to improve their 
health and communities.  It fills us with pride to have a talented and dedicated Haitian staff, 
trained over the years, and able to respond to this crisis in Haiti.” 

 

Regular updates are posted on the www.hashaiti.org website with news of relief efforts.   The 
direct link to our Earthquake BLOG from Haiti is http://hashaiti.blogspot.com/ 
 

As the flow of people urgently seeking care continues in the next days, weeks and months, our 
resources will be pushed to the breaking point. It is critical that we receive support to help us 
continue with our mission. To make a donation that will have immediate impact, please go to 
www.hashaiti.org 

 

Inspired by the work of Albert Schweitzer and his ethic of "reverence for life", Hôpital Albert 
Schweitzer Haiti was founded by the late Americans Dr. Larimer and Gwen Grant Mellon in 
1956.  Haiti has continuously served 300,000 people in a 610 square mile region of the 
Artibonite Valley of Haiti for the past half century.  HAS deeply appreciates the many 
expressions of help and caring that are coming from around the globe. 
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