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The Cranbury Presbyterian 
“ ” 

(From our Mission Statement) 
 

22 South Main Street, Cranbury, NJ  08512 
Phone: 609-395-0897 

Fax: 609-860-6352 
Email: firstpresoffice@comcast.net 
Website: www.cranburypres.org 

 

 

From the Pastor… 

Mother’s Day 

 
I‘ve been thinking about a couple of the women in my life: my wonderful wife Kathryn, who adds so much beauty to 
my life; and my mother Elizabeth, who has been a constant source of strength and comfort throughout my life.  Her 
97th birthday will be celebrated in June. So, a biblical celebration of wives, mothers, grandmothers, daughters and 
women in general seems like a good way to begin our May newsletter—actually, I have started other May newsletters 
in this fashion. 
 
Proverbs 31:10-31 

A capable wife who can find?  She is far more precious than jewels.  The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no 
lack of gain.  She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life.  She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands.  She 
is like the ships of the merchant; she brings her food from far away.  She rises while it is still night and provides food for her 
household and tasks for her servant girls.  She considers a field and buys it:  with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.  She 
girds herself with strength, and makes her arms strong.  She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.  Her lamp does not go out 
at night.  She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle.  She opens the door to the poor, and reaches out her 
hands to the needy.  She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household are clothed in crimson.  She makes 
herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple.  Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his seat among the elders of 
the land.   She makes linen garments and sells them; she supplies the merchant with sashes.  Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
and she laughs at the time to come.  She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.  She looks 
well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.  Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, 
and he praises her:  “Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.”  Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a 
woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.  Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates. 
 
The writer of the Book of Proverbs (some think it was King Solomon) ends his book of wise and pithy sayings on a 
high note. Under the inspiration of God‘s Holy Spirit, he composes a song of praise to a virtuous woman. She is a 
proto-type, a paradigm of womanhood from a biblical perspective. She is some kind of special person. She is 
industrious and prosperous. She makes her family‘s clothing and sells clothes to merchants. She considers property 
and buys it, overseeing the planting of a vineyard. She is generous to the poor and needy. Her words are full of 
wisdom and kindness. She loves and respects her husband; and in return is loved, respected and praised by him. Her 
husband and children bless her for her loving care. She is a person of character and devotion, with a healthy sense of 
the ―fear of the Lord.‖ Hopefully, we see something of her in our own wives, mothers and daughters.  
 
To all the women of our church family, mothers or not, married or single, we celebrate you. Let the 9 th of May indeed 
be a Happy Mother‘s Day! 

Blessings, Lou

May 2010 
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From Pastor Rosanna… 

The People Make the Place 

Have you ever gone back to visit a place that had been very 
meaningful to you at an earlier time in your life, but found 
yourself somewhat disappointed? Maybe it was your former 
home, but the friends and neighbors you remembered had 
moved away. Maybe it was a much-loved campus but the 
classmates and professors with whom you had interesting 
discussions weren‘t there anymore. As Christians, we sing 
about the church being made of people- the church is not a 
building or a steeple.  Even in a truly beautiful setting, it‘s 
really the people that fill a place with vitality.  
 
As I reflected on our recent high school retreat at Camp 
Johnsonburg, I realized it is the staff who make it a 
wonderful place. The directors, small group leaders and 
entire crew work together to carry out the vision that makes 
J‘burg special. Their mission is ―to provide a place apart 
where all people can experience God's love within a 
welcoming Christian community.‖ They fulfill this by 
stating from the start that at camp, you can be yourself. You 
have opportunities to try new things, discover friends, build 
your skills, and draw closer to the Lord in a nurturing, 
natural environment. Plus, it is a lot of fun!  
 
Through Johnsonburg, God is reaching children and young 
people where they are, through worship and music, through 
hikes and campfires, through heartfelt talks and friendly 
jokes, through fresh air and bright stars, and most of all 
through the people who live and meet there, gathering 
together and developing friendships in this inspiring 
Christian camp setting. Let‘s give thanks for the excellent 
resource we have in Camp Johnsonburg and its staff. Let‘s 
lift them up in our prayers. Let‘s show our support for their 
good work now and in the future. For Johnsonburg would 
not be that same without them. 
 
It‘s the Holy Spirit who keeps the people of the church 
connected to the Lord and one another. By God‘s grace, that 
same Spirit will uphold the mission and vitality of Camp 
Johnsonburg through those who serve there. So we don‘t 
have to worry about the possibility of being disappointed as 
in other places. We can contribute our faith and friendship 
as part of the wider community of those who are blessed by 
the vision and reality of the people and place we like to call 
J‘burg.   
 
Parents and grandparents- it‘s not too late to register a boy 
or girl in your life for a great summer camp experience at 
Camp Johnsonburg! Check out the wide range of programs 
for students of all ages and the different-themed weeks of 
activities on their website at www.campjburg.org. You can 
also call (908) 852-2349 or (908) 852-2401 or pick up a 
brochure from our youth ministry bulletin board in the main 
hallway of Fellowship Hall for more information. Please 
read Vicki Waciega‘s article about the recent high school 
retreat on page 8.   
 
Grace, peace and Easter joy, Rosanna 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Adult Class during Sunday School Hour (9:15-10:15 a.m.) 

May 2 & May 16 Inquirers‘ Class 
May 2-16  Peer-Led Bible Study in Room 1 
May 23 Book Signing & Presentation by John 

Grigg 
Dr. John Grigg, a scholar of Early American religious 
history, will speak at a special adult education and book-
signing event during Sunday school on May 23 from 9:15-
10:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

Professor Grigg‘s new biography of David Brainerd, The 
Lives of David Brainerd: The Making of an American 
Evangelical Icon is considered the definitive work and 
highly recommended by Dr. Mitchell.  

Oxford University Press has offered to make Dr. Grigg‘s 
book available to us at 50% off the list price (currently $65) 
for our event. If you would like Pastor Rosanna to add 
your name to the list for a copy, please let her know at 
firstpresap@comcast.net as soon as possible. 

May 30 ―Behind the Sermon‖ with Pastor 
Rosanna in the Library 

 

Adult Education at Other Times 
Cranbury Men’s Bible Study: Sundays 7:00-8:30 p.m., The 
Cranbury Inn – All men are invited to join us in a relaxed 
setting at the Inn. We are studying on The Westminster 

Confession of Faith, part of the Book of Confessions which is 
Part I of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
Weekly themes are the starting point for our conversation 
about confessing Christ in our contemporary context. For 
more information, please contact Mike Kasper at 
cwcollector@aol.com or Clifford Anderson at 
clifford.anderson@ptsem.edu.   
 

Martha Circle Women’s Bible Study: First Monday of the 

Month, 1:30 p.m. in the Library:  All women are welcome to 
attend!   We are studying Joshua: A Journey of Faith, the 
Horizons Presbyterian Women‘s Bible study for 2009-10. 
This description is from the denomination‘s website, 
www.pcusa.org. ―In Joshua: A Journey of Faith, Mary Mikhael 
invites us to explore the challenging, sometimes 
heartrending, book of Joshua. Pursuing such themes as 
leadership, the promise of land, the concept of ‗holy war,‘ 
and outsiders becoming insiders, we learn ultimately to find 
rest in the justice and mercy of God.‖ 
 

Join us for a time of fellowship, Bible study and prayer, with 
the discussion led by Rose Eller. She can be reached at 
(609)655-9175. 
 

Transitions Networking Group: Fridays, 7:30-8:30 a.m. in 

Room 1 - This is an opportunity to connect with others going 
through job change and sharing information about jobs, 
opportunities and resources.  It will feature expert speakers 
and guests, and provide Scripturally-based resources 
focused on career and life changes.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.  The group will be facilitated by church member, 
Charlie Ernst and sponsored by the Outreach Committee. 
Coffee and donuts/fruit will be provided.  

http://www.campjburg.org/
mailto:cwcollector@aol.com
mailto:clifford.anderson@ptsem.edu
http://www.pcusa.org/
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4TH ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT 

We had a fabulous time during the 4th Annual Women‘s 
Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg!  We talked, laughed, cried 
and talked some more! 
 
Friendships were forged, renewed and strengthened as we 
talked about all of our relationships using Ruth and Naomi 
as our example. 
 
Many of us are already looking forward to the 2011 Retreat 
and hope you will join us for this amazing weekend! 
 

Rev. Joanne Petto 
 

 
 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 

 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Christian Education welcomes new committee members, 
Charlie Ernst and Lori Kleppe 

 
Sunday School May 2010 Programs 

Pre School 
Date Kindergarten 4-Year-Olds 2-3 Year-Olds 

May 2 Godôs Calling Helping Others Know God 

May 9 First Christians Helping Others Know God 

May 16 First Christians Worshipping God 

May 23 First Christians Worshipping God 

May 30 First Christians Worshipping God 

 
Grade 1 to 4 Workshop Rotations 

Date Workshop Rotation Bible Story 

May 2 Christian Signs and Symbols 

May 9 Christian Signs and Symbols 

May 16 Christian Signs and Symbols 

May 23 Pentecost: Godôs Spirit empowered Jerusalem disciples to be 

Christôs witnesses to the ends of the earthò 

May 30 Pentecost 

 
5th and 6th Grades’ lesson 

Date Lesson 

May 2 Session 30 Revelation 

May 9 Session 30 Revelation 

May 16 Session 31 I know the Letters to the Early Church! 

May 23 Session 32 I know the New Testament! 

May 30 Session 33 I know the Bible! 

 

7th Grade Confirmation Class  
Date Class Themes 

May 2 Prayer Q 120-124 

May 9 The Lordôs Prayer Pt. I  Q 125-129 

May 16 The Lordôs Prayer Pt. II Q 130-134 

May 23 9:15am Meet to Prepare for Worship 

May 30 Join Youth Class 

 
Youth Class covers a variety of topics dealing with ethical 
questions that teens face in their everyday lives.  Currently 
the Youth Class is exploring the question of what it means to 
be a ―Christian‖ and how this differs from the labels of 
―Presbyterian‖, ―Catholic‖, etc…  To supplement our 
discussion we have been watching a video series titled ―Real 
Faith TV‖ which explores similar topics in our discussion. 
 

VBS stands for … Vacation Bible School! 

 
Registration has begun! Come join the fun at this summer‘s 
Vacation Bible School, SonQuest Rainforest, to be held 
August 2-6 from 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. It‘s where children ages 
3* thru 6th grade will learn how Jesus can make a difference 
in their lives every day! Further information and registration 
forms may be found on the church website. Forms are also 
available in the church office or the table outside Janice 
Parker‘s office.  

 
 

VBS needs your help!  To ensure that we can deliver the 
children an inspirational and educational adventure, we 
need your help!   If you‘re available to help in any way, 
please contact one of the directors listed below.  Here’s what 
we need: 

- Lead or assist as a VBS Guide and Bible Study 
Leader 

- Oversee Decorations or Photography  

- Assist with Snacks or Decorations 
 
Get your registration in now!  Registration will conclude on 
May 28.  We hope you and your children can join us at 
SonQuest Rainforest VBS, an experience of discovery you 
will never forget! 
 
For more information or questions, visit the church website 
(www.cranburypres.org) or contact either director:  
Claudette Guy (609/409-8553) or Janet Wheeler (609/655-
8313).    
 
*Children must be potty-trained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cranburypres.org/
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CONFIRMATION CORNER 

Class meets at the usual time in the McKnight Room on 
Sundays May 2, 9, 16, and 23 
 
May 9 Distribute banks/boxes for the Pentecost Offering 

to Sunday school classes and Host Coffee Hour 
on Mother‘s Day 

May 18 (Tuesday) Dinner Meeting with the Session at 6:30 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

May 23 Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday meet with Pastor 
Lou at 9:15 a.m. in the McKnight Room to prepare 
for the worship service – Girls, remember to wear 
a jacket or sweater due to corsage pins. 

 
Save the Date! 
June 6 Students participate in Children & Youth Sunday 

– rehearsal at 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall and 
help lead the worship service at 10:30 a.m. 

 
CPNS NEWS 

Teacher Appreciation week will be celebrated in May and 
we have many dedicated individuals who love and care for 
our children here at CPNS. They treat each one with 
kindness and respect, teaching and sharing not just the 
―Golden Rule,‖ but the ―Platinum Rule,‖ treating others 
better than you would want to be treated. The love and care 
our teachers share with our children is truly a unique and 
special gift.   
 
The individuals dedicated to our CPNS children this year 
are Bobbie Bartolone, Laurie Davis, Rosellyn Cassidy, Sheila 
Morrissey, Kathy Wiseman, Kathy Edwards, Kathy Iorio, 
Julie Hardaker, Debbie Petro, Dorothy Klotzbeacher, Patty 
Skapyak, Eileen Sahli, Linda Protinick, Jennifer Colonna, 
Kelly O‘Keefe, Denise Reilley, and Janice Parker.  We truly 
appreciate everything they do to make CPNS that extra 
special place for children. 
 
Our Family Fun Days will be on Tuesday, May 18 and 
Wednesday, May 19.  ―CPNS Rocks‖ is our theme this year.  
Our own Laurie Davis will perform in concert, sharing her 
musical gifts with the children and their families.  If you 
haven‘t had an opportunity to see Laurie in concert yet, 
please join us, we would love to see you as we all look 
forward to rocking out with Laurie. 
 
This summer we will once again be offering our Summer at 
CPNS program in July for three weeks, July 12 – July 16,  
July 19 – July 23 and July 26 - 30 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon 
every day.  It will be based on our developmentally 
appropriate CPNS curriculum and taught by our own CPNS 
teachers.  Each day will be a new adventure filled with 
music, literacy, art, science and math.  If you or you know of 
anyone that would be interested please call us for more 
information or check our website for details.  Please reserve 
your spot today. 
 
We are registering for the school year 2010-2011.  Please call 
or e-mail me at (609) 655-8663, cpnschool@comcast.net, if 

you or any of your neighbors are interested in our program.  
We will also be offering a variety of enrichment programs as 
well. 
  
We are all looking forward to the May fun that the April 
Showers have brought.  Take the time to enjoy the beautiful 
Spring creations God has given us. 
 
Happy Spring! 
Your Friends at CPNS 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  NEWS 

Annual Womenõs Tea 
Sunday, May 16, 2010 
3:00 p.m. ð 5:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Speaker: Rosanna Anderson, G.G. 
òGems and Jewels from the Bible to Blingó 

 
Enjoy tea and treats as we feast our eyes on the beauty and 
intricacy of jewels: works of art wrought by mere mortals 

from the precious materials that God has made. Join us on a 
vivid, visually-inspiring grand tour of highlights from the 
history of jewelry design from ancient times to today. You 

may want to wear a piece of jewelry that has special 
meaning to you as we celebrate the splendor of lovely jewels! 

 
Invite your 

mother, daughter, friends and relatives 
to join in an afternoon of womenõs fellowship 

 
A Hostess Guide and Place Cards will be provided to all 

Hostesses 
 

To hostess a table, reserve a seat, or help a hostess by making 
tea sandwiches or desserts; 

 
Sign-up in Fellowship Hall 

Deadline: May 8, 2010 

 
 
ABOUT THE SPEAKER 

Rosanna is a Graduate Gemologist of the Gemological 
Institute of America in New York City. She also received the 
Certificate in Appraisal Studies in Fine and Decorative Arts 
from New York University‘s School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies with a specialty in period jewelry. As an 
undergraduate at Marymount University, she double-
majored in philosophy and English and did a minor in art 
history. She was an Intern at The National Gallery of Art, 
Washington, DC. During the Master of Divinity program at 

mailto:cpnschool@comcast.net
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Princeton Theological Seminary, she worked on an 
archaeological dig at Tel Beth Shemesh, Israel.  
 
Her research has taken her to the Nolen Library and the 
Luce Center at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Victoria 
& Albert Museum, the Lalaounis Jewelry Museum in 
Athens, museums in Hong Kong and the wealth of resources 
at Princeton University. Further studies include the summer 
intensive course at Sotheby‘s Institute of Art, London 
―Pearls of Wisdom: Jewelry Design from the 18th Century to 
the Present,‖ as well as the Antique and Period Jewelry and 
Gemstone Conference, the National Conference of the 
Appraisers Association of America, and Sotheby‘s New York 
seminars on jewelry, furniture, interior design and 
decorative arts. She is a member of the American Society of 
Jewelry Historians and the New York chapter of the GIA 
Alumni Association.  
 
Oh yes, Rosanna is also the associate pastor of the Cranbury 
Presbyterian Church. 
 

MISSION, SERVICE & GRANTS NEWS 

TASK – A Great Way to Serve:  Our church has been 
serving a meal and providing donations of food, clothes, and 
hygiene items at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK) for 
many, many years.  TASK is indeed a special mission of the 
church. 
 
If you would like to serve just one meal or become a regular 
volunteer, call Anne Gordon in the church office or e-mail 
her at agordoncpc@comcast.net. The church van departs the 
church parking lot the first Thursday of every month (April 

1, May 6, June 3) at 2:30 p.m. and returns by 5:30 p.m.  
During July and August the youth (ages 13 and older) of the 
church are invited to serve.  Please mark your calendars and 
make TASK your special mission, by helping feed our 
neighbors in Trenton.  Closed toed shoes are required year 
round. 
 

SKEET’S PANTRY NEEDS A FEW GOOD HELPERS 

The need for our Cranbury Pres ―Skeet‘s Pantry‖ is 
continuing to grow – we provided food for almost 170 
people in April. Donations of food are always welcome and 
we hope you will continue to give what food you can to this 
important community mission of our church. 
 
But we also need a few more pairs of hands to help serve at 
our monthly food pantry.  We especially need some strong 
hands and arms to help folks get the food to their cars, and 
help us set up the bags of groceries and fresh veggies in our 
Fellowship Hall.  We just need your help one morning a 
month – the 3rd Friday of each month from 8:15am to 
11:15am.  If you can join our Skeet‘s Pantry team on the 3rd 
Friday, we will welcome you with open arms and our 
community will benefit from your helping hands.  Just let us 
know if you can respond to this need – call either Jane Huff 
(609/395-0756) or Flo Kremann (609/490-1140) so that we 
know if and when you‘re available.  THANKS!!!  
 

And if you can help with food donations, these are still the 
kinds of food in special demand: 
 
Peanut Butter, Dish and Clothes Detergent, Macaroni and 
Cheese, Tooth Paste and Tooth Brushes, Canned or Boxed 
Soup, Hand Soap, Canned vegetables and fruits, Breakfast 
Cereals of all types, Tuna Fish Baby Food, Pasta, Rice 
 
(Any and all nutritious canned/jar/boxed foods with 
current expiration dates) 
 
We thank everyone for your generosity and constant 
support of this church mission. 
 

Carol Kientz 
 

MISSION MATTERS 

Are you aware that President Obama and others have set a 
goal of ending childhood hunger in the United States by 
2015?  And some of our current programs are helping to 
achieve this goal.  But assistance to hungry people, while 
vital, is not enough. As we have pointed out, poverty is the 
cause for hunger.  Food is the most flexible item in a family's 
budget, and paying the rent, utilities, child care, and 
transportation is essential, sometimes leaving very little for 
food! 
 
Each year BREAD FOR THE WORLD sponsors an Offering 
of Letters.  This year, BFW members are being asked to urge 
Congress to adopt changes to U.S. tax policy that will benefit 
low-income families, thus allowing them a little financial 
breathing room and, to some extent at least, permitting them 
to purchase the necessary food to keep their children fed 
adequately and nutritionally. 
 
What are these tax policies that are up for votes this year in 
Washington?  There are three:  (l) Tax Credit which provides 
a dollar-for-dollar reduction in a person's tax liability--the 
amount of taxes that a person owes. (2) Refundable Tax 
Credit which provides a reduction in a person's tax liability, 
plus refunds the remainder if it exceeds the amount of taxes 
owed. (3) Partially Refundable Tax Credits which is a 
hybrid.  It can reduce tax liability to $0 and in addition, a 
taxpayer is refunded a portion of the remaining credit, 
determined by a combination of the person's income and the 
amount of the credit that remains. 
 
On Sunday, May 30, at the BREAD FOR THE WORLD table 
during coffee hour, we shall provide a pre-written letter for 
you to sign and address (stamps will be furnished) urging 
Congress to protect and strengthen the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax Credit, and will seek 
additional funding for Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) sites which provide financial education and free tax 
preparation assistance to low-income people. 
 
The Bible is full of stories and admonitions that make us 
realize that one of the hallmarks of the Christian is to care 
for the poor.  On May 30, being willing to take a few minutes 

mailto:agordoncpc@comcast.net
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to send letters to our Senators and Representatives is one 
way to meet this hallmark.  Won't you join us? 
 
Members and friends of Cranbury Church who are residents 
of Monroe Village enjoyed a Spring party March 23. Pastor 
Lou Mitchell provided warm companionship and read 
scriptures pertaining to Easter.  Hosts were Beverly Gilbert 
and Stan and Gretchen Stults. 
 
Connie Bauder reported that new people keep coming to 
Senior Fellowship events.  Forty-three enjoyed the February 
soup lunch and archeology program and thirty-six the safari 
trip to Africa in March.  A wheelchair will be taken on trips 
to assist anyone who finds the necessary walking difficult. 
 
Skeet's Pantry which serves bags of food on the third Friday 
of the month is now serving over 150 people each month!  A 
sad commentary on life today that the need for this 
assistance continues to grow.  The monthly trip to Trenton 
Area Soup Kitchen (TASK) continues to go well with eight 
persons the necessary and adequate number to assist with 
the evening meal.  Anne Gordon reported enthusiastically 
on all that goes on at TASK besides serving the necessary 
food--the art and writing groups, the educational help, etc. 
 
The popular Mission Fair will be held November 14, Carol 
Kientz announced.  And it will include not only tables 
featuring missions in which our church is involved, but also 
craft and baked goods tables.  Certainly something to 
anticipate even though November seems a long way off! 
 
The Confirmation Class is responsible for the Pentecost 
Offering. 
 
Mission, Service, and Grants committee gratefully 
acknowledges monetary gifts that have been received that 
help to keep all our programs safely afloat, so to speak.  And 
we appreciate, too, the written thank you notes and letters 
sent by recipients of our grants.  A most interesting letter 
was received from Jenifer Grant, daughter of the Mellons 
who founded the Hôpital Albert Schweitzer in Haiti.  She 
thanked us for the $3,000 we sent after the Haiti earthquake 
and reported that the Hôpital began receiving trauma 
patients within hours of this earthquake.  The immediate 
challenge of those needing care as a result of the earthquake 
has diminished, but the regular medical care proceeds.  The 
Hôpital has a Prosthetic lab which is the first to be up and 
operational in Haiti.  What joy this is bringing to patients.  
You will find Mrs. Grant's letter on the Mission bulletin 
board, and I think you will find it worth your time to read it. 
 
Heifer is always of interest and concern to us and we have 
received a letter of appreciation from Heifer for our 
December grant of $1,000.  The writer tells us that "many 
families around the world have benefitted from your 
generosity by harvesting their crops--many for the first time.  
These families look forward to a more promising future 
instead of looking back in desolation." 
 

The Good Shepherd Hospital in the Congo is, as you may 
recall, a major interest of ours, one that we support 
regularly.  We give these gifts through the Medical 
Benevolence Foundation and have received several letters 
expressing appreciation for a $75.00 check, and a $24.00 
contribution. 
 
The $1,000 we gave to NAMI in December, (this is in 
addition to a prior grant of $3,500) enables NAMI  to 
continue providing education for families and individuals so 
that they are equipped to meet the challenges of mental 
illness with the realistic hope of recovery.  This information 
is included in a letter from NAMI, thanking us for our 
contribution. 
 
The Executive Director of TASK wrote, thanking us for our 
December donation of $5,000, adding, "we appreciate not 
only this very generous gift, but all you do for TASK." 
 
Womanspace received $750 from us last month and a thank 
you note states.  "This donation will have a significant 
impact on Womanspace and the women and children we 
service, victims and survivors of domestic violence and 
sexual assault." 
 
In December we contributed to the Clothes Hanger at The 
Trenton Psychiatric Hospital.  The President of the Auxiliary 
wrote ―the lovely variety of gifts brought for the patients 
will go a long way toward cheering them during long winter 
days.‖ 
 
Better Beginnings in Hightstown wrote, thanking us for the 
$1,000 contribution which helps them through these difficult 
economic times. And Bread for the World expressed 
gratitude for the $1,000 membership contribution. 
 
Mission, Service, and Grants has made the following grants 
from our share of the interest in our endowment fund: Good 
Shepherd Hospital in the Congo, through the Medical 
Benevolence Foundation, $7,000.  This gift is specifically 
designated to purchase a much-needed bio-chemistry 
machine, a spectrophometer.  With this machine laboratory 
tests can easily and cheaply be done.  It is to be purchased in 
Kinshasa, the capital city of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 
 
Better Beginnings, $2,000.  This child care agency is in more 
need than ever due to state funding cuts.  These funds help 
provide pre-school education, food and family assistance for 
many low-income children in our community. 
 
Camp Johnsonburg $2,000-$1,000 for scholarships, and 
$1,000 for general expenses.  The scholarship helps bring to 
camp children who would benefit from a Christian Camp 
experience and can't afford it.  And, like many worthwhile 
organizations, Johnsonburg needs financial help to carry on. 
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Heifer, $2,000.  This money will be doubled by a current 
organizational plan, and will be used to improve conditions 
in Rwanda, a country in dire need of assistance. 
 
And, finally, Farmers Against Hunger, $500.  This 
organization operates in Trenton and includes 50 farmers, 3 
grocery store chains, and two produce wholesalers.  
Contributions are used for truck maintenance and fuel, 
driver and director salary.  Our church has used food from 
this group for Skeet's Pantry for some time. 

Gretchen Stults 
 

OUTREACH NEWS 

CRANBURY COFFEE HOUSE 

Please mark your calendars for a night of 
Celtic Folk Rock on Friday, May 14. 
 
As you know the coffee house is a venue to 
showcase local musical talent with musical 
genres such as Jazz, Folk, Acoustic Rock,  

String Quartet, Barbershop Quartet, Open Mike, and Oldies 
& Brass Band. The coffee house has been a once a month 
event held on the second Friday of each month through June 
10, 2010.  Our upcoming event will be on Friday, May 14thh 
from 7:00 PM to 9:30 PM.  Performing will be Slight 
Imperfections , a Celtic folk rock group.    We hope you will 
all mark your calendars and let all your friends and 
neighbors know about this wonderful opportunity.  
 
Tickets for the May show are $8.00 per adult, and $5.00 for 
children under 12.  Refreshments will be available at an 
additional cost. 
 
Just a reminder proceeds less expenses benefit Skeet's Pantry 
& the Deacons‘ Benevolence Fund. Not only do you have the 
opportunity to relax and listen to wonderful music with 
friends, but you help those in need in our community. 
 
For information about the Cranbury Coffee House or how 
you can help please go to www.cranburycoffeehouse.com. 
 
We thank you in advance for all your help and support. 
 

SENIOR BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

The Senior Breakfast Fellowship will be presenting our own 
Fritz Hager on May 27.  His program is titled, "Some Great 
Places." 
 
The Senior Breakfast Club is open to all who wish to hear 
these events at our Thursday, once-a-month breakfast at 8:30 
a.m. at the Cranbury Inn in Cranbury, New Jersey. If you 
wish to attend, and have not done so before, please notify 
the church office at (609)395-0897 so that we can contact you. 
We need to notify the Cranbury Inn with a head count of the 
guests that wish to attend. For information, contact Stan 
Dickerson at (609)443-6388 or Walter Wright at (609)799-
1179. 
 
 

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

Senior Fellowship exercise class has grown and grown! We 
are currently keeping a waiting list. If you would like to be 
placed on the waiting list, please call the church office at 
(609)395-0897. 
 

EXERCISE SCHEDULE 

May 3, May 6, May 10, May 13 
May 17, May 20, May 24, May 27 

 

Upcoming Event 

Senior Fellowship will travel to Deep Cut Gardens on May 

4. We will depart the church parking lot at 11:00 a.m.  We 
will eat our brown bag lunch at Tatum Park across the street 
from the gardens, weather permitting.  Deep Cut is a 54 acre 
horticultural park in Middletown, NJ devoted to the home 
gardener.  It features both native and exotic trees, flowers, 
shrubs and garden exhibits for all seasons.  The library 
features 3,000 garden related books with staff librarian 
available to assist you.  This trip will be rescheduled if it 
rains. 
 
The history of the lands that encompass the gardens dates 
back to 1778 when Lord Cornwallis retreated from the Battle 
of Monmouth along Red Hill Rd.  At that time the land was 
already being farmed.  The land remained in the Taylor and 
Osborn families until 1890 when the Sheriff took it over and 
sold it in 1907 in a tax sale. Vito Genovese bought the 
property in 1935 and had the gardens constructed.  In 1948, 
Mary Cubbage bought the property and cared for it till 1953.  
The Wihtols were the next owners.  Mrs. Wihtol bequeathed 
20 acres to the Park system which added another 20 acres 
with Green Acres Funds. Thirteen acres then were added by 
the Park System.  
 
This trip involves considerable walking but there are 
benches if you just want to sit and survey the area. Please 
contact Connie Bauder if you have any questions. 
 

Program Schedule 

Senior Fellowship is open to all seniors in the church or 
community. We have a wonderful group and would like to 
have you join us. We provide rides for those who need them. 
The Senior Fellowship coordinator is Connie Bauder. If you 
have any questions, please contact Connie. 
 

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE NEWS 

What Is Your Legacy? 

 
Traditionally, the Stewardship Campaign for our church has 
been limited to meeting next year‘s budget by members 
giving of their current income.  From this perspective, the 
Stewardship Campaign rarely emphasizes how this is only a 
part of all we are and have been given from God.  
Accordingly, we invite you to consider a planned gift to our 
church and the Presbyterian Church (USA).  This is an 
important and often neglected aspect of individual and 
congregational stewardship. 

http://www.cranburycoffeehouse.com/
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A planned gift (sometimes called a deferred gift) is a gift that 
is planned for during the donor‘s lifetime but not actually 
received by the church until after the donor‘s death.  These 
include bequests, life income gifts and certain life insurance 
arrangements, among other estate planning techniques.  Life 
income gifts include gift annuities, pooled funds, and 
charitable remainder trusts, and provide the donor with 
income for life.  Following the death of the donor, the 
remaining principal of the gift is paid to the charitable 
beneficiary designated in the donor‘s agreement.  The most 
significant difference between ―planned‖ and other types of 
gifts is that a planned gift provides a future value to the 
church rather than an immediate value (such as an outright 
gift of cash or securities). Planned Giving can be very 
effective in supporting the long-term mission and ministries 
of our church and complement other forms of giving. 
 
If you are interested in more information on planned giving 
opportunities, please contact Ken Gordon or Rev. Mitchell. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

Youth Group Activities in May 

May 2 Car wash fundraiser at the church parking lot 
in support of Summer Mission 101 trip to 
Ocean Grove, NJ. 

May 9 Mother‘s Day. No Youth Group meeting. 
May 14-16 Middle School Camp Johnsonburg Retreat. 

The theme will be ―Connected 24/7.‖  
May 16 Regular Youth Group Meeting, 6:30 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. 
May 23 Hiking at Sourland Mountain Preserve, 2:00 

p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
May 30 Memorial Day weekend, no Youth Group 

Meeting. 
 
Save the dates: 
June 5 Strawberry Festival, Youth Group 

volunteering. No meeting June 6. 
June 6 9:15 a.m. Rehearsal and 10:30 a.m. Children 

and Youth Sunday: Youth Group will deliver 
the sermon. 

 

A Magical Experience 

I just stepped off the Cranbury Presbyterian Youth Group 
bus, returning from the high school retreat at Camp 
Johnsonburg, April 16-18. This weekend was a magical 
experience for me. I'm really not a ―campy‖ person, so I was 
very resistant to go in previous years even though I heard 
how great it was from all the other leaders who had been 
there before. I was told by one that it is a magical place. I 
heard, but I did not listen. I was told by another that she was 
sucked into the vortex in a few hours of being there and that 
the kids are wonderful. It took me exactly 30 minutes to get 
sucked into the vortex that is known as the Johnsonburg 
high school and middle school retreats that occur every fall 
and spring. 
 
I need to write this letter so that each parent of middle 
school and high school age children will heed this 

encouragement. Please, I implore you, take advantage of this 
wonderful place called J‘burg and send your kids to the 
retreats whether they want to go or not. They won‘t be sorry 
and neither will you!! 
 
Let me take you on a tour of our weekend. Six youth and 
three adults left the church parking lot around 5 p.m. in the 
church van and one SUV. With Pastor Rosanna at the helm 
of the van, we started off with a prayer. Dave Stewart 
followed in Pastor Rosanna's car loaded with sleeping bags, 
guitars, amps, luggage, boots, jackets, snacks, Bibles, etc. 
Our first stop was dinner at a Brick Oven Pizza Bistro. Then 
we were off again in the dark and the rain for the last leg of 
the trip. With GPS and music and so much conversation, we 
missed a turn! Oops, turn around and on our way again, no 
biggie. Finally, we are at J‘burg, and check in at the office to 
smiling faces and hugs to Pastor Rosanna from a familiar 
face (Pat Scott's grand-daughter). I was introduced and felt 
very welcome.  
 
Off to our lodge, but it‘s time for the evening event at the 
amphitheater so we park and hurry over by foot with 
flashlights and umbrellas. We're welcomed by the sound of 
loud music and screams of approval, and I am instantly 
energized from a long trip. In front of us is a seven-person 
band with drums, guitars and keyboard playing a Chris 
Tomlin song that I know. Everyone is on their feet, clapping 
and swaying and singing to the music. I am getting goose 
bumps because this is one of my favorite things to do! The 
music goes on and on and every song is one I know from the 
radio station Starr 99.1. I am psyched as I look around at all 
the kids enjoying the music, smiling, singing and jumping 
up and down in rhythm to the music. We are introduced to 
the speaker, Kate, a student at Princeton Seminary, who has 
written the program for the weekend and what we will 
discuss in our small groups on ―Connected 24/7.‖ We meet 
with our small groups of people from all the churches for the 
first of four times and enjoy some ice-breakers and name 
games. At the conclusion, it's 11 p.m. and we all trek over to 
the dining hall in the mud and rain with flash lights and 
umbrellas again but no one minds- it's snack time, and we 
still have to unpack and set up our rooms. 
 
The lodge is very comfortable, with girls' rooms on one side 
of the building and boys' rooms on the other across a 
common area. We share this lodge with a group from 
another church. There are four large, private bathrooms with 
plenty of hot water. There‘s a large kitchen with a stove and 
fridge and the common area has a great wood-burning stove 
for winter. Floors are carpeted throughout and the beds are 
very comfy. I was quite surprised- it was not what I 
expected at a camp. I thought I'd be roughing it a lot more! 
 
The next morning we are up bright and early and off to 
breakfast. Our job was to set the tables but to our surprise, it 
was done when we arrived! We had a delicious breakfast of 
pancakes, bacon, coffee (really good coffee), breakfast bar 
with hot and cold cereals and lake-front view. Then it was 
off to our small groups and the real magic begins. 
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We get to know one another better in our small groups, and 
this is where I fall in love with the kids. They are smart, 
polite, insightful, humorous, reflective and I'm so happy to 
be a part of this. By the end we get to know and like each 
other and have formed bonds of friendship and deepened 
our faith. God's presence is truly alive. You can feel him at 
J'burg everywhere. 
 
Our free time in the afternoon was fun. I tried archery for the 
first time. Even though it was pretty chilly, we had a good 
time. I even made it really close to the bull's eye! 
 
Dinner was a highlight- we had the famous Johnson burgers 
(chicken patties) and smiley fries. We celebrated all the 
birthdays of the week with singing and a special birthday 
cake. Our very own Dave Stewart was one of the birthday 
guests. Happy Birthday to you, Dave! 
 
That evening we wrapped up our small group discussions, 
then headed over to the amphitheater for the Open Mic 
Night. It started off with more praise music by the R Saving 
Grace group and then the party began. The performers were 
all amazing- my eyes and ears were popping out at the level 
of talent, I was just in awe. It ranged from an electric bass 
guitar player, to Frank Sinatra sing-alike, to an ear-breaking 
rendition of ―Alone,‖ to a Sarah Palin parody, to a Broadway 
performance of ―Beauty and the Beast‖ by the beast that was 
superb, and a girls' trio who led everyone in singing ―This 
Little Light of Mine.‖ 
 
Our very own Andrew Kasper gave a performance on the 
electric guitar. Our very own Steven Senko had a role in a 
documentary that was so hilarious we laughed until we 
cried, called ―Nature Is a Doosey.‖ A great tradition at 
J‘burg is that every performance ends to a dramatic standing 
ovation and screaming applause. As if that wasn‘t enough, 
the band played some popular tunes that rocked the house, 
―Life Is a Highway‖ and Journey‘s ―Don't Stop Believing.‖ 
This was truly a magical experience. The level of talent and 
support and love was just too much for words-- it was an 
emotionally-charged evening! 
 
Who could sleep after that?! We were all revved up talking 
and couldn't sleep until around 2 a.m. But no one 
complained. Sunday morning we led our part in the worship 
service, two songs. We picked ―I Will Magnify the Lord‖ 
with motions and ―Father, I Adore You‖ as a round. Both 
were well-received and fit beautifully into the flow of the 
service. 
 
The worship service opened with ―Sanctuary,‖ a song that is 
chilling and prepares you for worship. The prayer of 
confession was so appropriate for the weekend‘s theme of 
not judging others, not gossiping, etc. All parts of the service 
were done by students from each church. The sermon was 
from Isaiah 6 that the students interpreted as saying 'here I 
am, Lord- are you calling me?' The next group chose to lead 
the song ―Here I Am, Lord‖ and had no idea that the 
previous group was to speak about Isaiah 6- divine 

intervention. There were tears. It was just beautiful. At the 
end of the service, it was time to say good bye and pack up. 
There were lots of hugs and lingering good-byes. But the 
journey is not over... Hot Dog Johnny's last stop before we 
head home! We have a mini-reunion with a few of the 
church groups and the band members, more good-byes and 
then it‘s time to be on our way. 
 
It took me until late that evening to come off my 
Johnsonburg ―high.‖ I just felt so charged and energized, 
renewed and exhausted all at the same time. Do your kids a 
favor and send them to the Johnsonburg retreats. God 
blessed me much more abundantly than I could ever have 
imagined. You can‘t help but be sucked into the vortex, too! 
It‘s a magical experience, because of God. 
 
Blessings and love, Vicki Waciega   
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PENTECOST OFFERING 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Pentecost is an amazing, celebratory day in the community of faith. At Pentecost, we acknowledge the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, which transforms human life and all of creation. Through our participation in the Pentecost 
Offering, we send forth God‘s powerful, curative love to children at risk, youth, and young adults.  
 
This year, the Pentecost Offering‘s theme, ―Send forth your Spirit!‖ is from Psalm 104:30: “When you send forth 
your breath, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.” The passage describes the glory of a creation that is 
filled with God‘s holy and life-giving Spirit. With assurance, we celebrate the abundance of our blessings and 
know that God‘s love and care for us know no bounds. What joy and comfort this gives us every day! With love 
and confidence we turn outward and share this with others!  
 
The Pentecost Offering is a tangible way to demonstrate that Spirit within us! It gives us the opportunity to use 
40% of the amount we receive to minister in our own community on behalf of children at risk. Through General 
Assembly ministries, the Pentecost Offering supports, guides, and nurtures the faith of Presbyterian young 
people, calls forth a new generation of church leadership, and advocates for children at risk on a national level. 
 
Thank you for your support of the Pentecost Offering on May 23. Your gifts will have an impact now and in the 
generations to come – they will be part of your legacy! 
 
In the love of Christ, 
 

Joanne 
Reverend Joanne Petto and the Confirmation Class 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Service  

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
(Childcare provided) 

Pastors 

Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell 

Rev. Rosanna Anderson 

Rev. Joanne Petto, Parish Associate 

Church Office Hours  

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Office Closed on May  31 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÚÛÌÈËÍÈÚÛɯÓÖÝÌɯÖÍ 

ÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÊÌÈÚÌÚȭɂ 

(Lamentations 3:22) 

Cranbury Presbyterian 

Nursery School (CPNS)  

Janice Parker, Director 

Phone: 609-655-8663 

cpnschool@ comcast.net 

CPNS Closed May  31 

You can view the monthly 

newsletter, calendar and hear past 

sermons on our website at 

www.cranburypres.org. 

 

If you have suggestions, or want to 

submit information to be included 

on the website, send your request 

to webmaster@cranburypres.org. 

Requests made by Wednesday will 

be posted on the website by 

Saturday. 

The deadline for the June 

Newsletter is May  20, 2010.  If 

possible, please submit articles as 

attachments via email to: 

 

FirstPresOffice@comcast.net 

Dates and Deadlines  

5/13   9:00a Session Material  

           Due 

5/18  6:30p Session dinner 

with confirmands 

          7:30p Session Meeting 

5/20   Newsletter Articles Due 

http://www.cranburypres.org/
mailto:webmaster@cranburypres.org
mailto:FirstPresOffice@comcast.net

