The Cranbury Presbyterian

“We praise God that we are called to serve Christ in love. We invite others to join us in this calling.”

(From our Mission Statement)

22 South Main Street, Cranbury, NJ  08512

Phone: 609-395-0897
Fax: 609-860-6352

Email: firstpresoffice@comcast.net

Website: www.cranburypres.org
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From the Pastor…
In June of 1982, I attended my first Harvard commencement. It was a beautiful late-spring day in which to sit outside in Harvard Yard and enjoy all of the pageantry and festivities. The commencement speaker that year was Mother Teresa of Calcutta. If memory serves me well, it was not long after she had received the Nobel Prize for peace. I have always deeply admired and respected her as a person and for her work among the poorest of the world’s poor in India. Here is something written by her that speaks a message for us in any era.

ON BEING SPIRITUALLY GROUNDED,

by Mother Teresa.

People are often unreasonable, illogical, and self-

centered; forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish,

ulterior motives; be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some false

friends and some true enemies; succeed anyway.

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;

be honest and frank anyway.

What you spend years building, someone could destroy

overnight; build anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be

jealous; be happy anyway.

The good you do today, people will often forget

tomorrow; do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have, and it may never

be enough; give the world the best you've got

anyway.

You see, in the final analysis, it is between you

and God; it was never between you and them anyway.

Blessings, Lou
From Pastor Rosanna…

Christian Disciplines in Eastertide and Beyond

What might be a Reformed or Protestant way of thinking about how we spend our time? What if we shifted our priorities to better reflect our faith commitments in the hours that we have at our disposal? Some people in our congregation gave up something physically unhealthy for Lent this year. Others sought to add more prayer time to their daily schedule in the weeks leading up to Easter. I suggest continuing the trend of positive changes in this Eastertide and beyond- in this year and in your lifetime. My recommendation is to watch less television (or no television!) and to read more books.

Here are the books that I consider the top ten among those that I read in 2009. I commend them to you in my annotated bibliography below. There is much to learn and enjoy in these volumes!

Keller, Timothy. The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith. NY: Dutton Adult, 2008. This is a fascinating and very readable book. It presents a new way to understand Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son as a framework for viewing two fundamental responses to God’s gracious forgiveness. A person may be self-righteous and feel that God owes him salvation, or a person may think he doesn’t need God in his life at all. Keller also helps us recognize who the True Elder Brother is. We then may ask ourselves how we respond to the image of a kind father who runs out to hug a disobedient son, even before he apologizes.

Spierling, Karen E. Infant Baptism in Reformation Geneva: The Shaping of a Community, 1536-1564. Westminster John Knox, 2009. As you may guess, I read this book while looking forward to Theodore’s baptism. Spierling’s writing captures the dynamic, heartfelt struggles that Calvin faced as he led the Consistory in making decisions about Reformed baptismal practices in Geneva as families emerged from the Roman Catholic and cultural concerns of the past.  

Wright, N. T. Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church. HarperOne, HarperCollins Publishers, 2008. Pastor Lou highlighted this excellent book in a sermon series last year. This thorough work of biblical scholarship provides a vision for what the church should do as we look forward to the risen Christ’s return. It relates the essential beliefs of Christian faith to contemporary life and culture. For example, Wright draws powerful connections between what we say we hold dear and how those truths may be expressed in, or unintentionally undermined by, the hymns and poems frequently chosen for funerals or worship services of witness to the resurrection. 

Kuyper, Abraham. Lectures on Calvinism. Eerdmans, 1999. These are the famous ‘Stone Lectures,’ a series of six lectures delivered at Princeton in 1898 by Kuyper, the Reformed Dutch theologian, prime minister, newspaper editor and founder of the Free University of Amsterdam. 

Fujimura, Makoto. Refractions: A Journey of Faith, Art and Culture. NavPress, 2009. A delight to the eyes and the spirit, this book pairs Fujimura’s artwork with intriguing essays reflecting on their meaning and some of the providential ways that God is at work in our post-9/11 world.

Eliot, Lise. Pink Brain, Blue Brain: How Small Differences Grow into Troublesome Gaps and What We Can Do About It. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2009. Eliot is a neuroscientist whose extensive research informs her creative and practical conclusions for raising boys and girls in balanced ways that help them to develop potential weaknesses into strengths. 

Hicks, Marybeth. Bringing Up GEEKs [Genuine, Enthusiastic, Empowered Kids]: How to Protect Your Kid’s Childhood in a Grow-Up-Too-Fast World. Berkley Books, 2008. Hicks presents a robust philosophy to give parents confidence as they seek unabashedly to guide their children in facing the challenging elementary, pre-teen and high school years. She highlights the importance of instilling principles like a love of learning for its own sake and personal qualities such as loyalty which in the past may have been conventional but now may seem un-cool.

Caldwell, Elizabeth F. Leaving Home with Faith: Nurturing the Spiritual Life of Our Youth. Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2002. Caldwell is a professor at McCormick Seminary whose previous works address inviting children to the Lord’s Table and Making a Home for Faith. This book features the image of a back-pack full of resources and experiences that the church and parents can seek to give young people before they launch into their college years. 

Didion, Joan. The Year of Magical Thinking. Alfred A. Knopf, 2007. In this emotionally-intense book, Didion describes her experience of being confounded by wishful thoughts during the year following her husband’s final heart attack and her eventual assessment that his death is real.

Bloom, Harold. The Western Canon: The Books and School of the Ages (Harcourt Brace and Company, 1994). The breadth of Bloom’s knowledge is matched by the depth of his insights. Reading this work is inspiring and an excellent reminder of the centrality of the Judeo-Christian tradition to the classics of western thought.  

Books for Fun

Karen Elizabeth Gordon’s The Deluxe Transitive Vampire: The Ultimate Handbook of Grammar for the Innocent, the Eager and the Doomed (Pantheon Books, 1993). This off-beat, humorous but precise guide has powerful visuals and vocabulary terms that may lead you to the dictionary.

Yoko Ogawa’s novel The Housekeeper and the Professor. Translated by Stephen Snyder. NY: Picador, 2009. An aging, brilliant but memory-challenged mathematics professor is befriended by a diligent housekeeper and her elementary-aged son who shares his love of baseball. 

Marc-Antoine Mathieu’s graphic novel The Museum Vaults: Excerpts from the Journal of an Expert (Futuropolis/Musee du Louvre Editions, 2006). Imagine that you have discovered that the permanent collection of the Louvre Museum is so vast that it can only be contained in seemingly countless underground levels in the shape of an extensive pyramid directly below the one that graces its courtyard…. It’s an adventure!  

Grace and peace, Rosanna

ADULT EDUCATION

Adult Class during Sunday School Hour (9:15-10:15 a.m.)
April 4
Easter Sunday (No Sunday School)
April 11
Peer-Led Bible Study 

April 18
All Church Breakfast

April 25
Peer-Led Bible Study
April 25, May 2 and May 16

 Inquirers’ Class
Adult Education at Other Times

Cranbury Men’s Bible Study: Sundays 7:00-8:30 p.m., The Cranbury Inn – All men are invited to join us in a relaxed setting at the Inn. We are studying on The Westminster Confession of Faith, part of the Book of Confessions which is Part I of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Weekly themes are the starting point for our conversation about confessing Christ in our contemporary context. For more information, please contact Mike Kasper at cwcollector@aol.com or Clifford Anderson at clifford.anderson@ptsem.edu.  
Martha Circle Women’s Bible Study: First Monday of the Month, 1:30 p.m. in the Library:  All women are welcome to attend!   We are studying Joshua: A Journey of Faith, the Horizons Presbyterian Women’s Bible study for 2009-10. This description is from the denomination’s website, www.pcusa.org. “In Joshua: A Journey of Faith, Mary Mikhael invites us to explore the challenging, sometimes heartrending, book of Joshua. Pursuing such themes as leadership, the promise of land, the concept of ‘holy war,’ and outsiders becoming insiders, we learn ultimately to find rest in the justice and mercy of God.”
Join us for a time of fellowship, Bible study and prayer, with the discussion led by Rose Eller. She can be reached at (609)655-9175.

Transitions Networking Group: Fridays, 7:30-8:30 a.m. in Room 1 - This is an opportunity to connect with others going through job change and sharing information about jobs, opportunities and resources.  It will feature expert speakers and guests, and provide Scripturally-based resources focused on career and life changes.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  The group will be facilitated by church member, Charlie Ernst and sponsored by the Outreach Committee. Coffee and donuts/fruit will be provided. 
ADULT SPRING RETREAT
April 30 – May 1 at the Fellowship Deaconry, Liberty Corner, NJ
Would you like to enjoy 28 hours of caring fellowship and spiritual growth?  Then set aside April 30 and May 1 and join us for the Annual Adult Spring Retreat!  Bob Gregory will lead us this year.  Our theme will be 1 John 3: 11, “We should love one another.” The retreat begins on Friday evening with dinner followed by singing, fellowship and a vespers service. On Saturday, we will have Bible study, discussion, and the Lord’s Supper, returning home after dinner. Not only is this retreat a wonderful time of spiritual renewal, it is a great way to really get to know other people in our church family.

The Fellowship Deaconry welcomes us each year with delicious home-cooked meals, beautiful blooming spring scenery, and a quiet comfortable place to relax.  Sign-ups will begin during coffee hour on March 21.  Additional information on Fellowship Deaconry and costs will be available at that time.  Transportation will be available in the church van.  For more information, call Dorothy Klotzbeacher at (732) 521-2026, Cathy Vogen at(609)799-9317 or Barbara Santoro at (609)395-0697.

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

Spring Workday is coming!!!

Saturday, April 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 (noon)
Please come out and help 

your B & G Committee spruce up our church.

Your help in landscaping, painting, minor repairs and cleaning  will be greatly appreciated.  

We have a variety of projects for everyone.

Some projects we need help with include:  outside ground care including sweeping and flower bed fixing up, kitchen and appliance cleaning, basement cleanout, painting, window and wall cleaning as well as some general handyman tasks.

If you have a specific project or need that you would like taken care of please let your B & G Committee know.

Thank you for your support and we are looking forward to this wonderful fellowship opportunity.

CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

SUNDAY SCHOOL
On Sunday, April 18 we will have the All Church Breakfast with Rev. Joanne Petto speaking. All children, youth and adults are invited to join together in Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m. Sunday school classes may sit together with parents and teachers and shepherds. Please note, grades 5 and up will remain in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. rather than going to their classrooms.
Sunday School April 2010 Programs

Pre School

	Date
	Kindergarten
	4-Year-Olds
	2-3 Year-Olds

	April 4
	Easter – No Sunday School

	April 11
	God’s Calling
	Jesus’ Death and Resurrection

	April 18
	God’s Calling
	Helping Others Know God

	April 25
	God’s Calling
	Helping Others Know God


Grade 1 to 4 Workshop Rotations

	Date
	Workshop Rotation Bible Story

	April 4
	Easter – No Sunday School

	April 11
	Saul’s Conversion- The Risen Christ appeared to him road to Damascus, led him to believers, taught/sent him as an Apostle

	April 18
	Saul’s Conversion, became Paul

	April 25
	Saul’s Conversion, became Paul


5th and 6th Grades’ Lesson

	Date
	Lesson

	April 4
	Easter – No Sunday School

	April 11
	Session 30 Revelation

	April 18
	All Church Breakfast

	April 25
	Session 30 Revelation


7th Grade Confirmation Class 

	Date
	Class Themes

	April 4
	Easter – Lead 7 AM Worship Service with Methodist Youth at Gazebo in Village Park

	April 11
	Ten Commandments Q 111-119

	April 18
	All Church Breakfast

	April 25
	Prayer Q 120-124


Youth Class covers a variety of topics dealing with ethical questions that teens face in their everyday lives.  Currently the Youth Class is exploring the question of what it means to be a “Christian” and how this differs from the labels of “Presbyterian”, “Catholic”, etc…  To supplement our discussion we have been watching a video series titled “Real Faith TV” which explores similar topics in our discussion.

COMING SOON!  SAVE THE DATE!
SonQuest Rainforest is this year’s Vacation Bible School theme; expect a week of fun and adventure!   Join us for lively songs beneath our “waterfall,” hilarious skits, creative crafts and yummy snacks while children learn how Jesus can make a difference in their lives every day.

What:
“SonQuest Rainforest” Vacation Bible School

Where:
First Presbyterian Church of Cranbury

When:
Monday, August 2 - Friday, August 6
Time:
9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Who:
Kids entering preschool through 6th grade; all are welcome!  

Cost:
$20/child 

Why?
Young adventurers will develop long-lasting friendships with each other and VBS guides during five days of discovery, which will give kids the knowledge of God’s Word as well as the opportunity to respond to His truth by living out their Christian faith.  SonQuest Rainforest VBS will take your kids beyond what they can explore with their senses to discover a living spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

Registration:  Registration will begin on April 1 and conclude by May 28.  Forms will be available in several locations, including the church office, CPNS cubbies near Janice Parker’s office, and on-line at www.cranburypres.org.  Registration forms may be brought or mailed to the church:  First Presbyterian Church, 22 South Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512.

VBS needs your help!  To ensure that we can deliver the children an inspirational and educational adventure, we need your help!   If you’re available to help in any way, please contact one of the directors listed below.  
· Lead or assist as a VBS Guide and Bible Study Leader

· Oversee Decorations, Photography, or Outdoor Games  

· Assist with Snacks or Decorations

We hope you and your children can join us at SonQuest Rainforest VBS, an experience of discovery you will never forget!

For more information or questions, visit the church website (www.cranburypres.org) or contact either director:  Claudette Guy (409-8553) or Janet Wheeler (655-8313).

CONFIRMATION CORNER

April 3
(Saturday) 10-11 a.m. move chairs to Village Park for the Easter Sunrise Service

April 4
Easter Sunday meet at 6:30 a.m. at the Village Park to set up chairs and co-lead the 7:00 a.m. Worship Service with Methodist Youth at the Gazebo
Save the Date!

May 18
(Tuesday, 6:30-7:30 pm) Mandatory Dinner Meeting with Session 

SPRING WORK DAY
April 10 has been established as the Spring Church Work Day, a traditional service project for our Confirmation Class.  We are scheduled to serve from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Mentors and parents of confirmands are strongly encouraged to participate with us!
CPNS NEWS
We just want to say thank you all so much for your support during our Barnes & Noble event.  We had a great time reading to our friends and neighbors.  Many books were donated to our CPNS library and we received a gift card representing a percentage of the sales that day designated to CPNS to buy books on our wish lists.      

Towards the end of April CPNS will celebrate, as part of our music curriculum, a special “Children of the World” program.  Mrs. “K” will share some special songs and dances from the countries on our pretend journey.  What a wonderful way to show the children that “Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world.”

April showers bring May flowers and we all look forward to the beautiful creations God brings to us each day. We are all excited about all our spring lessons and all of the learning we will be doing.  We hope you all have the opportunity to enjoy spring and learn something new this spring yourself.

Parent/teacher conferences will be held in April.  Our teachers will be sharing their insights using our developmental continuum.  All our 4/5-year-old children will also be receiving our kindergarten readiness assessment.  We are looking forward to this opportunity of sharing valuable information regarding our children with their families.

This summer we will be offering our summer at CPNS program in July for three weeks, July 12 – July 16, or July 19 – July 23 and July 26 – July 30 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon every day.  It will be based on our developmentally appropriate CPNS curriculum and taught by our own CPNS teachers and friends.  Each day will be a new adventure filled with music, literacy, art, science and math.  If you or you know of anyone that would be interested please call us for more information or check our website for details.  We only have a limited number of openings left.
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We have openings for the school year 2010-11.  Please call or e-mail me at (609) 655-8663, cpnschool@comcast.net, if you are interested in our program.  Please remember to share the information about our preschool with your friends and family.  Remind them that we have achieved accreditation from the National Association and Education of Young Children.  We would love to be able to provide the most developmentally appropriate preschool to as many children as possible in our Christian environment.  Thank you in advance for all your efforts in spreading the word.

Your Friends at CPNS
[image: image3.wmf]INQUIRERS’ CLASSES
Are you interested in joining the First Presbyterian Church?  Please call the church office at 395-0897 and let us know you want to participate. Classes are on April 25 and May 2 beginning at 9:15 a.m. in the church library. 
 The Inquirers’ Class breakfast will be on May 16 at 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall followed by the new member recognition during our worship service. Pastor Lou Mitchell will be leading these sessions. 
MISSION, SERVICE & GRANTS NEWS
TASK – A Great Way to Serve:  Our church has been serving a meal and providing donations of food, clothes, and hygiene items at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK) for many, many years.  TASK is indeed a special mission of the church.

If you would like to serve just one meal or become a regular volunteer, call Anne Gordon in the church office or e-mail her at agordoncpc@comcast.net. The church van departs the church parking lot the first Thursday of every month (April 1, May 6, June 3) at 2:30 p.m. and returns by 5:30 p.m.  During July and August the youth (ages 13 and older) of the church are invited to serve.  Please mark your calendars and make TASK your special mission, by helping feed our neighbors in Trenton.  Closed toed shoes are required year round.

PEOPLE NEED SKEET’S PANTRY MORE THAN EVER

Our Cranbury Presbyterian “Skeet’s Pantry” is truly serving our community in these times of financial stress and job loss. Each month, we are seeing more and more families arrive at our door.
Approximately 60 families, encompassing about 150 adults and children, are currently making use of our pantry, and we keep them in our prayers. It is a wonder that we continue to have food for them. Like the loaves and fishes multiplied by Christ, our church family has always helped to keep our shelves stocked well enough to never have to turn someone away.

But that gets more and more difficult in these hard times – so please, keep Skeet’s Pantry in mind as you shop for your family groceries. Just an extra can or jar of nourishing food added to your cart and brought to church for our pantry can make a big difference. We know times are tough for everyone and we are so grateful for the open hearts which continue to care about the pantry and neighbors in need.

Foods and Supplies in Particular Need:

Peanut Butter, Dish and Clothes Detergent, Macaroni and Cheese, Tooth Paste and Tooth Brushes, Beans, Hand Soap, Canned vegetables and fruits, Breakfast Cereals of all types, Tuna Fish (any and all nutritious canned and jar foods with current expiration dates)

If you or a family you know needs the help of our Skeet’s Pantry, here is how it works:  The pantry provides two bags of a variety of foods to each family, plus a selection of additional foods and items we may happen to have in a particular month. For example, a cooperative effort of farms in our area has been making fresh vegetables and fruits available for our volunteers to pick up and bring back to the pantry. One of our church families has also frequently been able to provide fresh breads, bagels, etc. We try to make good use of whatever is available and a source of healthy food for people.  The pantry is open on the third Friday morning of each month, from 8:30a.m. to 11:30a.m. in our Fellowship Hall. All a family needs to do is arrive during those hours. They sign in and then we help them with the food they need.  
MISSION MATTERS

The Bread for the World Annual Offering of Letters will be held in Fellowship Hall during coffee hour on May 30.  We trust you will all take part.  The letters will urge Congress to adopt changes to U.S. tax policy that will benefit low income families.

We'll try to understand just what the tax policies are now and how they can be improved to assist low income families.  The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) was established in 1975 to help low income families hold onto more of their earnings.  The EITC is a refundable tax credit geared primarily towards families who have one or two children.  The EITC lifts more children above the poverty line than any other government program and, as a result, an estimated 5 million people in 2005, including 2.6 million children, were lifted above the poverty line.  But the program could be even more helpful by increasing the tax credit for families with more than three children.  Also, the filing process for EITC is complicated, leading families to pay for help in tax preparation.  So, urging a simpler form of filing would be a financial benefit to many persons.

The Child Tax Credit is worth up to $1,000 for each child under age 27, claimed on a worker's tax return.  We shall write more about this credit in the May newsletter.  In the meantime, please be aware that hunger is due to poverty, and we would hope that our letters would help alleviate that dreadful problem to some degree, at least.

Connie Bauder reports that the February 23 Senior Fellowship soup lunch was very successful with forty-six persons in attendance.  The soups were tasty and hot, and the program on archeology interesting and informative.
Nancy Stewart is delighted that the flute concert held in the church sanctuary on February 21 was not only an enjoyable way to spend an afternoon, but netted $503.55 for Haiti relief.

Gretchen Stults
SPRUCE UP JOHNSONBURG – Mission in Action

Calling all people who love Camp Johnsonburg or anyone who wants to get to see and experience this beautiful place!
On Saturday, April 24 members of our church are heading up to Camp Johnsonburg for a day working on projects ranging from sweeping tent platforms and erecting tents and tent cabins, moving beds and picnic tables, cleaning cabins, painting, clearing trails and around buildings, wood splitting, repairs to benches in several of our outdoor program areas, and many more projects to be determined.  No matter what your skills and talents, there will be plenty to do. 
This event is a perfect way for individuals or families to support the camp. We can assign parents with younger children to age appropriate projects that will be led by Johnsonburg staff or volunteer leaders.  We welcome you bringing extra tools and equipment along such as brush clearing tools, rakes, shovels, etc.
Please contact Anne Gordon (agordoncpc@comcast.net) or Pastor Rosanna Anderson (firstpresap@comcast.net) by April 17 if you want to be a part of this terrific mission trip.  Reservations are required.  There is no charge for this event. Van transportation and lunch will be provided.

Coming To Cranbury Presbyterian in November 2010

MISSION FAIR & CARING CRAFTS MARKET

Yes…It’s coming back by popular demand on Sunday, November 14, 2010

The Mission, Service and Grants Committee will once again sponsor the big event after worship service on November 14th. There will be Mission organizations on hand for you to learn more about….and we’ll have the Caring Craft Market, as well. It will be just in time for your holiday shopping and decorating!

Watch the Newsletter over the next several months for updates about the Fair and Market.

In addition, we need all our crafty friends in the congregation to get out your knitting needles, crochet hooks, paint brushes, sewing kits, and all the other tools of your craft trade.  Your contributions of handmade items to the Craft Market are an exciting part of this event, and they will help us to continue supporting medical care for the people of the Congo through the IMCK Good Shepherd Hospital and our Presbyterian missionary team.  

For the super duper bakers in the congregation, we will again be welcoming your baked goods to sell at the Fair, too.  Everyone loves your goodies!

So PLEASE plan to be part of the Mission Fair and Craft Market on Sunday, November 14th.
Donate your handmade crafts of all kinds, donate your baked gifts, and buy these terrific original crafts and goodies to lend a helping hand to the people of the Congo who depend upon the care and concern of congregations like ours.  THANKS!!!

OUTREACH NEWS

CRANBURY COFFEE HOUSE

Please mark your calendars for a night of cello driven rock music on Friday, April 9.
As you know, the Cranbury Coffee House is a venue to showcase local musical talent with musical genres such as Jazz, Folk, Acoustic Rock, String Quartet, Barbershop Quartet, Open Mike, Oldies & Brass Band. The Coffee House has been a once a month event held on the second Friday of each month through June 10, 2010.  Our upcoming event will be on Friday, April 9 from 7:00 PM to 9:30 PM.  Performing will be the Alfred James Band, cello driven rock.  We hope you will all mark your calendars and let all your friends and neighbors know about this wonderful opportunity. 
Tickets for the April show are $8.00 per adult, and $5.00 for children under 12.  Refreshments will be available at an additional cost.
Just a reminder proceeds less expenses benefit Skeet's Pantry & the Deacons’ Benevolence Fund. Not only do you have the opportunity to relax and listen to wonderful music with friends, but you help those in need in our community.
For information about the Cranbury Coffee House or how you can help please go to www.cranburycoffeehouse.com.  We thank you in advance for all your help and support.
SENIOR BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP NEWS
The speaker for the April 22, 2010 breakfast at the Cranbury Inn will be Mr. Robert (Bob) Kane. He will talk to us about the spinach farming in the Cranbury area.

The Senior Breakfast Club is open to all who wish to hear these events at our Thursday, once-a-month breakfast at 8:30 a.m. at the Cranbury Inn in Cranbury, New Jersey. If you wish to attend, and have not done so before, please notify the church office at (609)395-0897 so that we can contact you. We need to notify the Cranbury Inn with a head count of the guests that wish to attend. For information, contact Stan Dickerson at (609)443-6388 or Walter Wright at (609)799-1179.

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Senior Fellowship exercise class has grown and grown! We are currently keeping a waiting list. If you would like to be placed on the waiting list, please call the church office at (609)395-0897.
EXERCISE SCHEDULE

April 1, April 8, April 12, April 15
April 19, April 22, April 26, April 29
Upcoming Event
Senior Fellowship will meet on Thursday, April 15, at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Those attending are asked to bring a brown bag lunch; cold drinks and cookies will be served.  At 11:35 a.m., we will depart for Princeton Chapel in order to hear the finalist of The Joan Lippincott Competition for Excellence in Organ Performance.  Following the concert, we will visit the Princeton University Library to see an exhibit of old books containing photographs and etchings of famous authors.  Also exhibited will be the death masks of authors like William Shakespeare, Virgil, Rudyard Kipling, and Sojourner Truth.  People who are not on the Senior Fellowship calling list need to preregister by April 8 by calling Connie Bauder or the church office 609-395-0897.

Program Schedule
Senior Fellowship is open to all seniors in the church or community. We have a wonderful group and would like to have you join us. We provide rides for those who need them. The Senior Fellowship coordinator is Connie Bauder. If you have any questions, please contact Connie.
STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE NEWS

Planned Giving at First Presbyterian Church

Annual support for the missions and ministries of our Church comes primarily from the generous support of member pledges and weekly offering receipts.  In addition, income from the endowment has provided a small, but indispensable source of help to keep our Church thriving.  In 2009, endowment support to the operating budget was $29,500 (7% of the budget).  In addition, endowment income funded the capital budget for building maintenance, mission grants and cemetery maintenance funds.  In total, the endowment is a key element in the long-term financial health of our church by ensuring the continuation of key programs and protects the church from adverse circumstances.

Have you considered a legacy gift to our Church?  Are you interested in the various planned giving options that are available through the Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation?  Legacy giving provides an opportunity to help our Church fulfill its mission for future generations, well beyond our 275th Anniversary.  Planned giving options are designed to endow the Church and help meet its outreach and mission initiatives.  Legacy gifts can be an effective way to invest in the future of our Church while also providing useful tools that can be used to combine charitable interests and estate planning.

If you are interested in more information on planned giving opportunities, please contact Ken Gordon or Pastor Mitchell.  We would be happy to discuss your plans and wishes in confidence.

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

Youth Group Activities in April
April 3
(Saturday) 10-11 a.m. move chairs to Village Park for the Easter Sunrise Service

April 4
Meet at Village Park at 6:30 a.m. to set up chairs, Co-Lead Easter Sunrise Service from 7-8 a.m., return chairs immediately following worship; No evening meeting 

April 10
(Saturday 9-10:30 a.m.) Spring Work Day at Church-Service Project
April 11
6:30-8:00 p.m. Youth Group Discussion on the Meaning of Easter

April 16-18
(Friday at 5 p.m. through Sunday at 3 p.m.) High School Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg on “Connected 24/7” 

April 18
Youth Group 6:30-8:00 p.m. go for ice cream at Gil & Bert’s and games at Village Park – bring cash!

April 24
(Saturday) Service Project: Spruce Up J'burg Day from 9:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. (See page 6 for details)
April 25
No evening activity due to Saturday’s service project.

Save the Date!

May14-16
(Friday at 5 p.m. through Sunday at 3 p.m.) Middle School Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg on “Connected 24/7”
SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

Maundy Thursday, April 1

7:30 p.m. Tenebrae and Communion Service

Combined service in our sanctuary

with Cranbury United Methodist Church

Good Friday, April 2

12:15 p.m. – 12:45 p.m. Community Worship Service at the Cranbury United

Methodist Church


Easter Sunday, April 4

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Village Park

8:30 a.m. Worship Service

9:15 a.m. No Sunday School
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service followed by coffee hour
Please join us for worship in this special season.
	Worship Service

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
(Childcare provided)
	Pastors

Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell

Rev. Rosanna Anderson
Rev. Joanne Petto, Parish Associate
	Church Office Hours

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Office Closed on April 5
	“The steadfast love of

the Lord never ceases.”

(Lamentations 3:22)

	Cranbury Presbyterian Nursery School (CPNS)

Janice Parker, Director

Phone: 609-655-8663

cpnschool@ comcast.net
CPNS Closed April 1-April 5
	You can view the monthly newsletter, calendar and hear past sermons on our website at www.cranburypres.org.
If you have suggestions, or want to submit information to be included on the website, send your request to webmaster@cranburypres.org. Requests made by Wednesday will be posted on the website by Saturday.
	The deadline for the May Newsletter is April 22, 2010.  If possible, please submit articles as attachments via email to:
FirstPresOffice@comcast.net
	Dates and Deadlines

4/15   9:00a Session Material 

           Due

4/20   7:30p Session Meeting

4/22   Newsletter Articles Due
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