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From the Pastor…
The following is my annual report to the congregation. It was part of the report packet prepared for our annual meeting which took place on January 25, 2009. 
This has been a challenging and good year for our church. We have grown this year -- see the chart at the end of this report prepared by Carol Kientz. Besides adding members through inquirers’ classes and confirmation classes we have grown spiritually. That kind of growth has taken the effort of a lot of people. Let me tell you about some of them.

Associate Pastor Rev. Rosanna Anderson continues to do a wonderful job in leading our ministries of Christian Education, Youth Ministry, preaching, worship leadership, pastoral care and so much more. She has a great group of lay leaders also serving in those areas, including the Christian Education Committee under the leadership of Pam Mills, the Youth Committee chaired by Bob Gregory and our Superintendent of Sunday School Rosellyn Cassidy, with a great cast of teachers, shepherds and helpers.  

Laypeople provided strong leadership in many other areas of church life. All of our committees and many individuals have worked hard to keep programs and ministries going and growing—Doris Wiegartner in Mission Service and Grants, Alan Danser in Stewardship and Finance, our Clerk of Session Carol Kientz, Fran Stewart in our hunger ministry, Barbara Hannon and the Deacons--to name just a few. Our Senior Fellowship and Men’s Fellowship programs continued under the able leadership of Connie Bauder and Len Swec, respectively. George Conley continued to lead us in mission outreach to the people of Guatemala. As you read through the annual reports say a prayer of thanksgiving for all of the people providing leadership and service. 

We have a terrific staff. We work well together. I already mentioned the contribution to our ministry team that Rosanna makes. She has truly been a blessing for our church. Our seminary interns from Princeton Theological Seminary Jill Rumpf and, for part of the year, Craig Pope, did a great job in working with our youth in various capacities and leading worship.

Our office staff continues to bring so very much in the way of skills and dedication to their work in the church office. They serve our church family in many and varied ways, often going beyond the boundaries of their job descriptions. We were sorry to say good-bye to Jane Siebert, who retired earlier this year. Jane brought so much to the job besides her good skills. She brought her wonderful self not only to office tasks, but to all who entered into the office for whatever reason. Anne Gordon has continued that kind of personal church connection and is doing a fine job in her early months as a new office assistant. Sharon Ramkishun continues to do her highly competent and great work in keeping the office running efficiently.

Art Pellichero serves faithfully as our church Treasurer and Treasurer for CPNS as well. George Smith has served well as Assistant Treasurer. Janice Parker continues to do an outstanding job directing our Cranbury Presbyterian Nursery School. She does it with both competence and grace. Her gifts and credentials have been recognized outside of our church family as she teaches as an adjunct professor at The College of New Jersey. The CPNS teachers and staff bring not only quality education but consistent love to our nursery school children. In the area of music, Don Klotzbeacher, Pat Bohrs and Laurie Davis bring excellence and joyful sounds to our worship life. They and the ensembles they lead enhance our worship life with beautiful and inspirational music. Working with such wonderful people has been one of the blessings of my life.

Children and youth continue to be a First Presbyterian Church family priority. We have a fun Children’s Choir and another choir for younger children called the Cherub Choir. Our Sunday School rotation model has enhanced our Sunday School. It continues as a model for Sunday school throughout the presbytery. Our 5 PM Christmas Eve service has grown to be a family favorite for the church and community. And under the leadership of our Personnel and Administration Committee, we continue to implement a church-wide system of background checks and policies in order to ensure the safety of all of our children. Our Cranbury Presbyterian Nursery School continues to be without peer in educational ministry to children. Young people prepare for full and active church membership through our Confirmation Class. Youth participate in Youth Fellowship and missions near and far. Children and youth participate in our worship life through worship leadership, ensembles, solos and weekly children’s messages. Linda Protinick and Taylor Panconi have been welcome additions to our Sunday nursery staff, which is coordinated by Laurie Davis. They and others for example Bob and David Mills help keep our littlest church family members safe and well cared for during Sunday School and worship.

The Session has worked well together, governing the church with a spirit of cooperation and community. All of our Session committees have continued to do a great job in their manifold and varied work. A special thanks goes to our Clerk Carol Kientz and to those who have chaired session committees. They include: Doreen Grand-Jean and Ron Riemann, who co-chair Congregational Life; Alan Danser, Stewardship and Finance; Jim Taylor, Personnel and Administration; Pam Mills, Christian Education; Carlene Reyes, Worship: John Sprout, Nominating; Bob Gregory, Youth; John Kirkenir, Buildings and Grounds; Doris Wiegartner, Mission, Service and Grants; and Larry White, Outreach. Some of our elders serve on presbytery committees as well. 

We all owe a special debt of thanks to our retiring officers. They have worked hard and well, serving God and our church family in hours of faithful service. They include elders: Courtney Brown, John Kirkenir, Larry White, Doris Wiegartner and Gretchen Stults, who has also served faithfully for many years as a commissioner to presbytery. Retiring Deacons include: Deanna Anderson, Barbara Hannon, Warren Perrine, Matt Rhodes and Wade Wegner. We thank God for you all; we appreciate all that you have given and accomplished over these past years.

We have again welcomed new members into our church family this year. They add much to our church family life. Those of us who are involved in the inquirers’/new member process are always blessed as we see the wonderful variety of people and experiences with which God continues to enrich our church family. With the help of Gretchen Stults and Beverly Gilbert we have continued regular meetings at Monroe Village. These meetings facilitate pastoral conversation with our many members who reside there. Beverly Gilbert, with help from others, has coordinated the luncheons and receptions that have followed many funerals and memorial services. Joan Smith and Karen Moutenot have kept the glass cases in the narthex beautiful and relevant. And thanks to the good work of Sonja Bianchi, Pat Cavender and Matt Rhodes our church website continues to grow in content and usefulness.

My own responsibilities continue to increase in a number of areas. I have enjoyed preaching on a regular basis. Special sermon series have included a series on the Gospel of John and a special series for the advent and Christmas seasons. I also had the opportunity of teaching the third and last installment of an adult Sunday school course on the Reformation. I have also taught our Inquirers’ Classes. Our worship services involve a lot of people leading in one capacity or another. Thus, leading and coordinating our worship life has continued to be a prime responsibility. I have supervised our staff and seminary interns. I have moderated the session and worked with session committees (several on a regular basis). I have worked with the Organ Repair Taskforce and am forming a taskforce to celebrate our church’s 275th anniversary year of 2009. I attended meetings of the presbytery. I have provided pastoral care to our congregation--our Associate Pastor and the Deacons also provide significant ministry in this area. I have visited in the hospitals, nursing homes and homes of parishioners. I have been part of gatherings at Monroe Village. I have engaged in hours of pastoral counseling, providing a listening ear, guidance, marriage counseling, pre-marriage preparation and preparing families for the sacrament of baptism. It has been both a joy and a privilege to be involved in many lives of church family members and in the lives of others in our community. 

The past year was indeed a good one. The year ahead, despite the difficult economy, looks promising. Our worship life is rich. Our program life is full. God has blessed us with a wonderful church family and a steady stream of new visitors and new members who bring the promise of new energies and insights. In October, I will have completed ten years as your pastor. May God continue to bless us as we together move into the future God has for us.

First Presbyterian Church of Cranbury - Congregational Statistics:  2004-08*

	Year
	Active Members
	Inactive Members
	Baptized Members

	2004
	745
	36
	3

	2005
	753
	139
	10

	2006
	699
	160
	250

	2007
	673
	176
	249

	2008
	689
	214
	224


*As reported on PCUSA Annual Statistical Report collected from all churches



Blessings, Lou

From Pastor Rosanna…
“An Educated Minister”

I write this in the third week of January, while I have been attending the Calvin Colloquium “Calvin and the Church Today: Ecclesiology as Received, Changed and Adapted” at Princeton Theological Seminary. This conference is celebrating the jubilee of John Calvin’s 500th birthday in 2009. Historically, the Reformed tradition has put a high value on well-educated ministers. Pastors are encouraged to grow in knowledge through continuing education or study leave each year, as provided for in the terms of call set by their congregations. Both the church and its ministers are blessed through this practice, as time for reflection and study yield new insights for preaching, teaching and leading in the spiritual and practical areas of our call.  

Thank you very much for this opportunity! It is refreshing to gather with other ministers and interested individuals to learn from local and international scholars. Presentations at this colloquium have addressed John Calvin’s pastoral ministry of teaching and administration in sixteenth century Geneva; differing interpretations of Calvin’s theology of the church as discussed in his Institutes of the Christian Religion; how his doctrine of the church relates to overtures from the recent meeting of the General Assembly of the PC(USA); ways that Christians have applied or been influenced by Calvin or Calvinist views of mission in 19th and 20th century Taiwan, apartheid-era South Africa, and contemporary South American contexts. Among the other presentations, my husband, Clifford, will be presenting a paper on the Dutch Reformed theologian and statesman Abraham Kuyper. 

I am looking forward to a full day of seminars on Calvin’s innovations in Christian formation and how we can apply or modify them in our faith community in Cranbury today. As you know, this is a particular interest of mine. In my own way I hope to contribute to conversations in the wider church. An article I wrote during a week of vacation last September, “Calvin’s Threefold Strategy for Christian Education,” will be published in the PC(USA)’s Register of the Company of Pastors Calvin jubilee edition in March.

The wonderful thing about learning is that the more you learn, the more you want to find out! We can never exhaust the depth of the riches and wisdom of God. May each of us be life-long learners who continually seek to grow in faith and understanding. May we honor God as we diligently strive to “love the Lord [our] God … with all [our] mind and all [our] strength” (Mk 12:30).

Grace and peace, Rosanna
ADULT EDUCATION
Sunday Mornings (9:15-10:15 am)

“Peer-Led Bible Study” (Church Library during Sunday School)

What a wealth of biblical knowledge and insights on faith we have in this congregation! All adults are invited to join us as we gather together around God’s Word and reflect on how the Lord is speaking to us through it in our circumstances today. We take turns leading the discussion of our favorite book of the Bible. Thanks to KY Huang for leading the study of Philippians in January!
Adult Education at Other Times

Cranbury Men’s Bible Study (Sundays 7:30-9 pm @ The Inn)

Men of our Cranbury congregation, do you have questions about Christian life and faith in these times? Come to The Inn on Sunday evenings and see if this casual group is for you. We just started a new study on the Barmen Declaration, a powerful statement of Reformed faith during the Nazi regime in Germany.  For more information, contact Clifford Anderson at clifford.anderson@ptsem.edu or Mike Kasper at cwcollector@aol.com.  We will not be meeting on February 1.
Martha Circle Women’s Bible Study: First Monday of the Month at 1:30 pm in the Library All women are welcome to attend! Our next meeting will be on February 2. The new study is Jubilee: Luke's Gospel for the Poor. Our group enjoys fellowship, Bible study and prayer, with the discussion led by Rose Eller. She can be reached at 655-9175.  
BUILDINGS& GROUNDS NEWS
COURTYARD UPDATE: We have almost completed the first phase of the project. We have removed all of the damaged brick steps leading up to the porch area on the south side of the courtyard. We have also removed and installed a new retaining wall that allows light into the lower level classrooms. The original wall and steps were beyond repair and allowed water to get into the basement (mildew issues) and squirrels were able to get into the sanctuary attic. These concerns needed to be addressed. We also have made all of the ground levels of courtyard handicap accessible. 

 

The Buildings & Grounds committee spends a lot of time reviewing and updating our 5-year capital improvement plans. We have been very fortunate to keep up with the projects with the funding available through the endowment fund's interest to keep improving and maintaining our properties throughout the years.

A lot of our sister churches have not been able to maintain their facilities due to lack of funding or poor planning of their buildings and properties. The Ewing Presbyterian Church cannot even use its own sanctuary; the Pennington Church's steeple is falling down, just as examples.

Anyone in the church is more than welcome to come to a Buildings & Grounds meeting to review and get your questions answered about how the committee makes decisions on capital improvement projects.

Our operating budget has remained stable other than utilities which we have all seen increase. Our endowment fund income has decreased slightly and we have made adjustments for this change.

Buildings & Grounds Committee
BOARD OF DEACONS' NEWS

Hearty thanks go to Barbara Hannon for a job well done as the Moderator of the Board of Deacons in 2008. We welcome the new Moderator for 2009, Diane Yeager.

Ordination and installation of new church officers will take place during worship on Sunday, February 8 (snow date: Sunday, February 22).

The February meeting for all new and returning Deacons will be the Deacons' Retreat on Saturday, February 21 at Ann Riemann's house (time TBD).

CHOIR NEWS
NEW CHERUB AND CHILDREN'S CHOIR MEMBERS NEEDED!  If your child loves to sing they may be ready to sing in one or both of the young choirs we have available at our Church.  The Cherub Choir ages 4-8 meets at 4:15 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. and the Children's Choir ages 8-12 meets from 4:45 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. each Thursday afternoon.  We sing in church one Sunday a month from October to June.  Please ask your child if they are interested and e-mail Laurie Davis at MusicMomNJ@comcast.net for more information.  Thank You.
Laurie Davis Children's Choir Director.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
CONFIRMATION CORNER

Class & Activity Schedule

Feb 1
Class (special service project)

Feb 8
Class

Feb 15
NO CLASS

Feb 22
Class and final Mentor Dinner with Confirmands from 5-6 pm in Fellowship Hall
Note These Special Dates in March

Thursday, March 5
Confirmation Make-up session (in the evening, time TBD)

March 8
Class/Class hosts coffee hour!!

March 29
NO CLASS, spring break

Monday, March 30
Confirmation Make-up session (in the evening, time TBD)
VBS… STANDS FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
Want to join the fun? Want to learn more?

Our church has a rich history of inspiring themes and different formats.

2009 is a new year with lots of possibilities this summer!

Maybe this could be a great time for you to be a leader in this special program.

Our Christian Education committee needs everyone’s prayers for VBS and your help, if it is to continue.

Share your ideas, comments, questions and daydreams with Pam Mills at 443-6577 or at pam.eagle@gmail.com.

Want to check out this year’s choices? Patty Williams is hosting a preview of new VBS curriculum at the Presbytery Center on Thursday, February 19 from 7-8:30 pm.

Come along and get caught up in the excitement of VBS!

CPNS NEWS
Our new session of our enrichment programs begins this month.  We are offering Music & Movement, Science & Math and Art & Literacy.  There are just a few openings left.  Even if your child is not currently enrolled in CPNS, or in Kindergarten, you are welcome to register them for this opportunity. It’s not too late to participate.

Reading to our children is a special gift we could give them and every opportunity to read is one to treasure.  On Thursday, February 26 our CPNS teachers will be reading at the Barnes & Noble store at the Princeton Market Fair.  Please see the enclosed information.  We would love for you to come hear our stories; or if you are in the market to purchase books, any books purchased at the store that day, using the enclosed voucher, Barnes & Noble will give a percentage of that sale to CPNS to purchase books for our CPNS library.  We look forward to sharing this special day with you.

As Valentine’s Day quickly approaches there are many thoughts of love in the air. Since we value each and every child as individuals that God has created with love and unique qualities we want to affirm each special gift and help each child grow in an environment bounded by Christian love and caring.  In keeping with these values, we are asking our children, with their parent’s help to complete hearts and complete the phrase “Love is…”  Look for these special hearts in our hallways in February.

We are currently registering children for the school year 2009-10 and have a few openings left for the school year 2008-09.  Please call or e-mail me at (609) 655-8663, cpnschool@comcast.net, if you or any of your neighbors are interested in our program.

Please take the time to read the CPNS portion of our annual report.  You will find some interesting and informative facts about our church’s preschool program.  Please feel free to call me at any time if you have any questions or if you are just looking for additional information.

We look forward to the special month of February with warm loving thoughts, and the opportunity to share God’s love with everyone.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY

Your Friends at CPNS

LIBRARY NEWS

Our “Living Library” is not only an area where books are stored and reading/audio visual materials can be borrowed and enjoyed; it is also a meeting place for small groups, circles, committees and Sunday School classes.  We welcome all who use this room and appreciate that you restore it to its usual neat order.  Please feel free to visit the library for study or quiet contemplation whenever it is available.

For those who need to reach the upper shelves of our Library, a new wooden step ladder has been purchased.  It is safe, sturdy, and an attractive addition to our furnishings.  Many thanks to Leah Moy who researched, ordered, and delivered these stairs for our use.  She is a valuable member of our Library Committee and we are grateful for the time and talent that she shares with us.

You are most generous in your contributions of books, audio cassettes and VCR tapes, too.  Patti Janovitz records the church service every Sunday and places the date labeled tapes in the Library for you to borrow.  Most recent donations include two VCR tapes of Charleston Heston narrating the stories of “Genesis” and the “Passion of Christ”.  (These should warm your hearts on a cold winter’s night!)  We are also adding the inspirational writings of Ann Weems whose poetry has been quoted by Dr. Mitchell in recent sermons.  You will find her books on our Library shelves soon.
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
The Men’s Fellowship Club will meet for breakfast at the Cranbury Inn on Thursday, February 26 at 8:30 a.m.  The program after breakfast will be given by Dr. Frank Marlowe of Cranbury.  Frank’s hobby is the study of WWII, and he has previously given us several good illustrated talks about that historical period.  His February program will discuss submarine warfare in the Pacific during WWII and will be illustrated.
Frank is a business development manager with the Sarnoff Corp. in Princeton.  He is a graduate of Pratt Institute in Brooklyn and received a PhD in electrical engineering from Rutgers University.  He believes the engineering involved in producing attack submarines is the most complex are always interesting.  Of course, the ladies of our congregation are especially invited to join us for good fellowship and the program on February 26.
MISSION, SERVICE & GRANTS NEWS
TASK NEEDS OUR HELP!

Here is a wonderful way to serve others in need and have fellowship with other members of our church. Please contact Anne Gordon if you would like to join us to serve a meal at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. The church van departs the parking lot by 2:30 p.m. and returns by 5:45 p.m. If you have donations: men’s clothing, food items, baby food, hygiene kits or books, call Anne Gordon at 409-7885.  We will be going to TASK; Thursdays, February 5, March 5 and April 2.

SKEET’S FOOD PANTRY
A CUP OF UNDERSTANDING, A BARREL OF LOVE, AN OCEAN OF PATIENCE AND THREE HOURS PER WEEK.
For the last six years, it has been my, honor to be in charge of Skeet’s Food Pantry. There has never been a time, during my tenure, when the need for this service has been greater. The Pantry is well funded, well staffed and is here because its needs are met through the Grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Advocate. Now however, I am called to other work, and therefore the Pantry needs someone who is willing to co-ordinate its operation. Please pray and take some time to consider this request and the needs of the people served by this ministry. 
Yours in Christ, Fran Stewart. Frannymag58@aol.com.

MISSION MATTERS
Even as 2008 fades into 2009, the mission of the church continues.  Doris Wiegartner, chair of the Mission, Service, and Grants Committee, stated that several checks had been given to help supply the food available for those in need.  Connie Bauder reported that about 40 persons attended the Senior Fellowship's successful Christmas luncheon and that several notes of thanks had been received, as well as a check.  The Mission Committee is grateful for these positive responses.
Anne Gordon said that the visits to Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK) are continuing and she is pleased to welcome new members to her roster of volunteers.  Many generous food donations have traveled to TASK with the volunteers.

Karen Jones gave us the happy news that $2,260 had been received in the Christmas Joy Offering.  What a blessing this money will be to our ethnic schools and our retired church professionals who need assistance.

And a thank you letter has been received from the Hospital Albert Schweitzer Haiti for the $2000 recently sent to them in memory of Robert Norland, who had taken such a personal interest in this vital work.  The board chairman wrote, "It is an honor to be able to recognize and remember Bob through your gift."

You will be seeing something new around the church--cranberry colored t-shirts printed with the church name.  These shirts will be worn by members who are performing services for the church--at TASK, for instance.  They will identify the persons and our church.
And don't forget to save grocery coupons and put them in a big envelope in the hall bordering the Fellowship room.
Gretchen Stults
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Senior Fellowship exercise class has grown and grown! We are currently keeping a waiting list. If you would like to be placed on the waiting list, please call Connie Bauder at 395-1215. 

EXERCISE SCHEDULE

February 2, February 5, February 9, February 12
February 16, February 19, February 23, February 26
Upcoming Event
Join Senior Fellowship for a soup lunch on Tuesday, February 10 at 12 noon followed by a speaker from Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission who will present a program entitled Civil War Ironclads. This program focuses on NJ's role in the Civil War and the Jersey built ironclad ships.  There will be information discussing the contributions of women, African Americans and New Jerseyans during the Civil War.  We will see a Civil War sailor's uniform, hear information about Lewis T. Johnson, a sailor aboard the USS Weehawken and the military gear he would have packed.  There will be a model reproduction of the USS Montauk. This program was funded by Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders who own all these educational materials. This is a truly fascinating story that is little known to the public.  Those who are not on the Senior Fellowship call list who would like to attend are asked to preregister by Friday, February 6, by calling Phyllis at 609-409-8533.  All those who are age 55 and older are encouraged to join Senior Fellowship; we can provide rides for those who do not drive. 
Program Schedule
Senior Fellowship is open for all seniors in the church or community. We have a wonderful group and would like to have you join us. We provide rides for those who need them. The Senior Fellowship coordinator is Connie Bauder. If you have any questions, please contact her at 395-1215.
SERVICE OPPORTUNITY

Here is a service opportunity for you.  Senior Fellowship needs a few able bodied volunteers to assist with programs.  You do not need to be a senior.  Senior Fellowship runs about 10 programs per year for people age 55 and up either in Fellowship Hall or as a day trip.  We need a few people who will assist with setting tables, distributing beverages, serving dessert, helping individuals as the need arises or acting as a chaperone on trips. You do not need to help with all the programs or attend any meetings, just commit to what you can fit into your schedule. Senior Fellowship is a great mission of the First Presbyterian Church which is run totally by volunteers. For this program to continue we need enough volunteers to run our programs.  If you would like to volunteer please call the church office or Connie Bauder, coordinator of Senior Fellowship.
SESSION NEWS
Gleanings from the Session Meeting

January 20, 2009
Pastor Lou opened the meeting by reading First Corinthians 12:14-15 which speaks of the imagery of the church and the various parts of the body and the need of the church for each part.  Lou emphasized that as we discuss the budget we need to remember the entire body and remember that the church--the entire body--elected us to the Session, and not concentrate too heavily on any one part of the body with which we are particularly concerned.  He then prayed for this viewpoint to be present.

We had one baptism for Konner Michael Bollentin on December 28, 2009.  Michael is the son of non member Michael R. Bollentin and inactive member Daina-Brie E. Simpson.

Carol Kientz, Stated Clerk, distributed material she had received from Synod and the Presbytery of Monmouth including a notice of the Youth Rally 2009 --termed Shake and Bake--to be held at Trinity Church on March 21 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and of the Big Tent, termed a "denominational happening" and "a big Presbyterian Family Reunion" which will take place in Atlanta, GA on June 11-13.

Lou noted things we should celebrate:  Christmas Eve Services; Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service; church officers continuing, retiring and new; confirmation and mentors dinner; and the Presbytery officer training event.  He thanked retiring elders, Courtney Brown, John Kirkenir, Gretchen Stults, Larry White, and Doris Wiegartner, and gave special thanks to Diane Smith and Jim Taylor who will be returning to session for another term.

Lou announced that Carlene Reyes, Joanne Hughes, and Ginny Swanagan will serve on the task force in order to plan the recognition and celebration of our church's 275th Anniversary Year 2009.  He also spoke with Don Klotzbeacher about special music, perhaps composed especially for an anniversary worship celebration on Reformation Sunday, October 25, the day we traditionally honor fifty-year members.

Session voted to authorize Lou the Moderator, to form and appoint a task force to examine and make recommendations to the Session regarding our church's mission funding policies and practices.

Rosanna thanked those who are serving as mentors for Confirmands and reported that the Confirmands dinner with Session will be on April 21 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Session voted to appoint Bob Gregory and Don Winchell as commissioners to the January 27 Presbytery meeting.

Bob Gregory, reporting for the Youth Committee, stated that a portrait of Helene Cody will be commissioned to be placed in the church for a year at least, with the Cody family then deciding the final disposition of it.

Buildings and Grounds has purchased an Easy Pass for the church van.  Work is proceeding on the courtyard and several items are being cared for in the manse.

Larry White reported that work continues to be done on our website.

Doris Wiegartner, chair of the Mission, Service, and Grants Committee, had noted that Mr. Kabubu, an administrator with the Congo Mission where our particular missionaries, Nancy and Michael Haninger work, will be speaking at a Sunday School Class as well as giving a Minute for Mission during worship service on April 26.  It is hoped that a great many members will attend the Sunday School Class where we shall get a late update on the work of the mission in the Congo.

Alan Danser, chair of Stewardship and Finance, stated that there are still outstanding 22 pledges from persons who have pledged in the past.  Income from pledges is down this year partially because of the loss through death or moving away of three generous pledgers.

The Session spent about two hours wrestling with the budget as proposed by the Stewardship and Finance Committee.  The decisions made were made with difficulty.  Our needs surpass our income, and members need to pledge as generously as possible, and then fulfill that pledge.

A rather weary group closed the meeting, as usual, by standing, holding hands, and praying the Lord's Prayer.

Since I am going off Session, this Gleanings is my Swan Song, so to speak.  I shall miss writing it.
Gretchen Stults, Elder
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

Feb. 1
Youth assist with Hoagie Sale for Youth Mission Trip 2009 and the "SOUPer Bowl of Caring" Offering for TASK. No evening activity. (Thank you very much for your help on the previous Friday and Saturday evenings in the service project: serving at Guatemala Dinners).

Feb. 8
5:30 pm Guitar Practice in Fellowship Hall; 6-7:30 Youth Group discussion led by Jill Rumpf and Service Project: Making Soup for Senior Fellowship led by Mary Lou Kerr. 

Feb. 11
(Wed.) High School Cranbury Pizza 6:30-7:30pm 

Feb. 15
(Pres. Day weekend) 5:30 pm Guitar Practice in Fellowship Hall; 6-7:30 Youth Group with Songs, Seminarian Jill Rumpf leads a discussion and activity.

Feb. 22
Meet at Princeton Sports Center off Route 1 for Ice-Skating from 2-4 pm. ALSO: Mentor Dinner with Confirmands from 5-6 pm in Fellowship Hall.

Feb. 25
(Wed.) No meeting at Cranbury Pizza. All are invited to the Ash Wednesday service at 7:30 pm.
SAVE the DATE!

March 21
(Saturday 9:30 am- 2 pm) Presbytery Youth Rally “Shake and Bake” at Trinity Church, East Brunswick

April 24-26
(Friday 4 pm through Sunday 1 pm) High School Spring Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg

May 15-17
 (Friday 4 pm through Sunday 1 pm) Middle School Spring Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg

February Birthdays
Alan Balcomb
2/02

Adam Martin
2/02

Hope Meizenis
2/02

Lisbeth Veghte
2/03

Taylor Klaskin
2/04

Katie Griffin
2/05

Kevin Perry
2/06

Virginia Donovan
2/07

Scott Mortensen
2/07

Eva Reyes
2/07

Connor Stewart
2/08

Amanda Frezel
2/09

Richard W. Nicholas
2/09

Caren Anuszewski
2/10

Andrew Bodmer
2/10

Olivia Bodmer
2/10

David Mills
2/10

Sharon Ramkishun
2/10

Alex Vogen
2/10

David Anderson
2/11

Valerie Michaud
2/11

Karen Toth
2/11

James Dixon
2/12

Matthew Ellsworth
2/12

William Ellsworth
2/12

Nina Reyes
2/12

Kirby Sholl
2/13

Katie Jondahl
2/15

Candice Silverman
2/15

Eric Waciega
2/15

Thomas Graham
2/16

Brandon Ochoa
2/16

Virginia Benedict
2/17

Jean Gunckel
2/17

Leslie Kasper
2/17

Michele Till
2/17

Bryan Traficante
2/17

Erik Olsson
2/18

Scott Schroeder
2/20

Kylie Vandenberg
2/20

Kayla Nilsen
2/21

D. Hunter Miller
2/22

Steven Senko
2/22

Alan Danser
2/23

Jeff Yeager
2/23

Kathryn Frascella
2/25

Jean Dunham
2/26

Arianna Janni
2/26

Jennie Lindbloom
2/26

Dorothy Repke
2/26

Roger Suttmeier
2/26

Sarah Veghte
2/26

Ian Altamore
2/27

Melinda Altamore
2/27

Anthony Cook
2/27

Kenneth Eiker
2/27

Lawrence Steenvoorden
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	Pastors

Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell

Rev. Rosanna Anderson

	Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Fall/Winter Worship Service (Childcare provided)
	Church Office Hours

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Closed: 2/16
	Christian Education for All Ages begins at 9:15 a.m.


	Cranbury Presbyterian Nursery School (CPNS)

Janice Parker, Director

Phone: 609-655-8663

cpnschool@ comcast.net
Closed: 2/13 and 2/16
	You can view the monthly newsletter and calendar on our website at www.cranburypres.org.
If you have suggestions, or want to submit information to be included on the website, send your request to webmaster@cranburypres.org. Requests made by Wednesday will be posted on the website by Saturday.
	The deadline for the March Newsletter is February 19, 2009.  If possible, please submit articles as attachments via email to:
FirstPresOffice@comcast.net
	Dates and Deadlines

2/12  9:00a Session Material Due

2/17  7:30p Session Meeting
2/19   Newsletter Info Due


If you do NOT wish to receive hard copies of future newsletters in the mail,
please notify the church office.
	First Presbyterian Church

22 South Main Street

Cranbury, NJ  08512
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