The Cranbury Presbyterian

“We praise God that we are called to serve Christ in love. We invite others to join us in this calling.”

(From our Mission Statement)

22 South Main Street, Cranbury, NJ  08512

Phone:  609-395-0897
Fax:  609-860-6352

Email:  firstpresoffice@comcast.net

Website:  www.cranburypres.org

[image: image1.png]



From the Pastor…
Summer Potpourri

This edition of The Cranbury Presbyterian is our summer edition. The next deadline for newsletter articles and information is Thursday, August 21st. So, let me give a potpourri of information to you. 

Summer brings special opportunities and also a change in schedules. Our Strawberry Festival, always a great time for everyone, is Saturday June 14th, from 4-8 p.m. Our summer worship schedule begins on June 8th. On that day our morning worship service will begin at 10:00 AM. There will be no Sunday school during the summer. This schedule continues until September 14th when we return to our program year schedule with Sunday school at 9:15 a.m. worship at 10:30 a.m.  Looking ahead, the All-Church Picnic is set for September 7th. Summer church office hours start on Monday June 23rd. The summer hours are 9 AM to 3 PM.
We are pleased to renew our vacation Bible school program this summer. This year our “Community Vacation Bible School” will be held at our church on July 21st through 24th, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The program includes dinner. Also, young people from our church will once again be attending summer camp at our presbytery’s Camp Johnsonburg.

Summer is also a time for missions. Our Guatemala trip is scheduled for June 26th –July 5th.   Our youth mission trip to Maine is planned for August. 2nd - 6th. A youth trip to serve at TASK (Trenton Area Soup Kitchen) is scheduled for July 3rd.

Our church family welcomed some terrific members recently including 17 confirmands and a couple of new members. Those newly confirmed include: Tommy Allen, Peter Altamore, John Bond, Jessica Cier, Olivia Corr, AJ DeMarco, Christina Frezel, Benjamin Hartman, Andrew Johnson, Kenny Ochoa, Rodney Ochoa, Ridge Pugliese, Alden Reyes, Katie Senko, Colby Stiglic, Emily Tyndall and Scott Vitabile. Our new members are Bill and Eileen Beam. Look for biographical information on the new members in our September newsletter.

Men’s Fellowship has a trip planned to Drumthwacket on June 25th.  Our Senior Fellowship has a special summer event planned for June 4th. It is a visit to Morven Museum and Gardens.

This time of year is also the season for graduations. Congratulations to all of our graduating seniors from high schools, colleges and universities. 

Have a blessed summer!    Blessings, Lou
From Pastor Rosanna…
Mark 3:31-35

31 “Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.’ 33 ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ he asked. 34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.’” (parallel Matthew 12:46-50)

Two big activities for our church family are on my mind this summer. First, I’m looking forward to the return of our family ministry called the Community Vacation Bible School on July 21-24 (Monday-Thursday evenings) from 6-8PM. Family-style dinner at round tables in Fellowship Hall is a highlight of each evening’s activities. It is a wonderful way to get to know others in our church family and wider community. Second, a full group of youth and adults will be sent as ambassadors of Christ on our third annual Maine Mission Trip to serve others at HOME, Inc., in Orland, ME, on Saturday, August 2 through Wednesday, August 6.

By our church family, I mean something even more special and specific than “we are all God’s children” in some sense. As Christians, each one of us has been claimed by Jesus as one of his brothers or sisters. Jesus said, “Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother” (Mk 3:35). Through Jesus’ kind welcome of us as individuals, his own brother or sister, we have been invited to call God our Heavenly Father. God in Jesus Christ has reached out to us so that we can be, and are, in a personal relationship with him. This is good news! As fellow brothers and sisters of Christ, we are all equally important parts of a very large family of faith, the church. That means that Jesus Christ himself draws us together in this congregation in Cranbury to worship and learn and grow in faith, to share friendship in good times and tough times, to welcome others in his name, and to serve the Lord and our neighbors in our community and the world. In all these ways, we seek to do God’s will faithfully.

Jesus’ words gave his disciples, and us, a new identity as his brother or sister. His message would have sounded shocking or even offensive in his cultural context. Even now it may seem strange for us to realize what it means. Jesus’ vision for the new world of the kingdom of God which is drawing near revolves around not the usual patterns of family lineage and patriarchy or hierarchy, but ordinary people doing God’s will and spreading the news as Jesus’ brothers and sisters.   

With joy, may each of us embrace this high calling to share in the life and ministries of this congregation, our church family, as a sister or brother of Christ!

Grace and peace, Rosanna

ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION AT OTHER TIMES

Cranbury Men’s Bible Study: Sundays 7:30p-9:00 p.m., The Cranbury Inn - Join us in our study of the Second Helvetic [Swiss] Confession. We use the weekly questions as the starting point for our conversation about confessing Christ in our contemporary context. Please contact Mike Kasper at cwcollector@aol.com or Clifford Anderson at clifford.anderson@ptsem.edu for more information.
Martha’s Circle Women’s Bible Study
First Monday of the Month at 1:30 p.m. in the Library 
All women are welcome to attend! Our final meeting for the year is on June 2.  Our study is “Above and Beyond: Hearing God's Call in Jonah and Ruth” by Carol M. Bechtel. Our group enjoys a time of fellowship, Bible study and prayer, with the discussion led by Rose Eller. She can be reached at 655-9175.  Please remember to bring something for our church food pantry to our “end of the year” celebration.  We will begin a new study in September.
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS NEWS

A big THANK YOU to everyone who came to lend a hand during our church work day. We are so blessed to have so many individuals that are always willing to help and share their talents with our church. We were able to accomplish so many of the items on our list because we had such a wonderful turn out that day.  Thank you again from the bottom of our hearts.

B&G Committee

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
2008 Community Vacation Bible School
As many of you know, our VBS program was revamped last year and now is an adventure for the entire family.  While the curriculum is focused for children entering grades 1-6 in the fall, it appeals to people of all ages.  Last year many of the junior and senior high kids who helped also joined in the rotations and had a great time.  Because the entire family participates, Community VBS is also a great opportunity to get to meet and know other members in our church family and wider community.  At our recent planning meeting, stories were shared of wonderful friendships made during last year’s Community VBS.

Mark these dates on your calendar for Community VBS:  Monday, July 21 – Thursday, July 24.  The adventure starts at 6pm, includes a family style dinner and will end at 8pm.  This year we will travel to Jerusalem Marketplace:  Where Jesus walked to the Cross!  Your family will imagine what it was like to live and work in the bustling city of Jerusalem at the time of Jesus.  You would hear the chatter about this puzzling prophet as you talked with shopkeepers.  You might work or talk with people who had met Jesus, heard his teachings, or witnessed an actual miracle.  The Jerusalem Marketplace will immerse your family in Bible-times culture, helping kids and adults explore what it might have been like to live when Jesus did.  Please see the enclosed letter/registration form for additional details and to sign up.

Now comes the most difficult part of any activity in the church.  We need the participation of all members of the church in order for Community VBS to be successful.  This means you!  At every baptism that takes place in our church, you renew your promise to teach the children of our church to know all that Christ commands and to strengthen their ties to the household of God.  We have a great team of people already committed to Community VBS.  Heidi Bonwell, last year’s coordinator, will be guiding us until her move the end of June.  Vicki Waciega has signed on as co-coordinator.  Many people from last year have signed on again including Anne and Ken Gordon, Matt Rhodes, KY Huang, George Conley, Barbara Santoro, Cathy Vogen, Renee Welch, Jerry Yochelson from a neighboring Jewish congregation, and Pastor Rosanna.  Many hands make light work!  How will you participate in Community VBS?  New confirmands, Junior and Senior High kids we need you on the drama team, helping in the Marketplace with crafts and games, or assisting a Rabbi teaching in the Synagogue, and we need a team to help greet people as they arrive each night.  Adults, we need one more coordinator to work with Vicki and Heidi. Your help is also needed on the kitchen crew, in the nursery and assisting the Marketplace and Synagogue.  Please contact Vicki Waciega to let her know how you can help!
CPNS NEWS
This year has gone by so quickly and thoughts of the summer are already evident in all of our plans.  Our end of the year celebration will be a little different this year.  Instead of calling it “Graduation” it will be called “Our Wonderful Year Celebration.”  This time of year is certainly a very special time for your children; however
 children’s work and their educational experience must be suited to their levels of development.  Each age, each stage of development has its own meaning and maturity level.  As educators and individuals who value our preschool children’s education, we must show respect for children’s developmental needs. Therefore we are making our year end celebration one that eliminates the more formal-style graduation ceremony, and replacing it with one that relates to our age children in a more meaningful and appropriate way.  We need to refrain from conforming to graduation practices that are more suitable for older children.

“Our Wonderful Year Celebration” will be held on Friday, June 6 at 11:00 for our morning classes and 2:30 for all afternoon classes.  We will have a very special program for our children in our Sanctuary, followed by a simple snack in the courtyard (Fellowship Hall in case of rain).  Please join us during any of these special programs and find out what changes we made.

If you are interested in a Christian preschool experience for your child for next year please call me for information regarding registration at (609) 655-8663 or e-mail at CPNSchool@comcast.net.  We have just a few openings left for 2008-2009.  Beginning 2008-2009, we will be offering 3 enrichment programs, Music and Movement, Science, Math and Art & Literacy.  Don’t miss out on this Christian preschool experience for your child and let your neighbors know as well.

Everyone at CPNS would like to thank the parents for sharing their most precious possessions with us.  We hope you have a wonderful summer and may God continue to bless you and your families.

HAPPY SUMMER !  Your Friends at CPNS

DEACON NEWS

SAVE THE DATE!  STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

Please save Saturday, June 14th for our church wide Annual Strawberry Festival!  As always, strawberries, ice-cream and cake will be served in Fellowship Hall.  There will be lots of games for children and hotdogs and hamburgers for sale outdoors.  The popular Strawberry Festival Family Pass have been on sale during coffee hour in May.  All proceeds go to support the Deacon's Benevolence Fund.

LIBRARY CORNER

Book Reviews
Lois Lowry’s book, The Giver, is one of the most thought-provoking novels ever written for the young adult.  Could a world without strong emotions or suffering be a utopia?  We explore this concept through 12 year-old Jonas.  He lives in a world where there is no poverty, no crime, no sickness, no unemployment, and no sadness.  The author examines the idea that people might freely choose to give up their humanity in order to create a more stable society. Gradually, Jonas discovers just how costly this ordered and pain-free society can be.  The storyline hints at an allegory in an eerie futuristic setting and reminds us of the book, A Brave New World. While this book is on many school reading lists, it is a great one to read and discuss in a Christian context.

The Giver is written for the 11 to 15 group, but adults will enjoy it as well.  Parental note: topics include euthanasia and coming of age. You will find this book in our library in the Youth Literature section under YL LOW.

Lois Lowry has won awards for this book, including:
· The 1994 Newbery Medal
· American Library Association listings for "Best Book for Young Adults," "Notable Children's Book," and "100 Most Frequently Challenged Books of 1990-2000."
· Booklist Editors' Choice
· A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year 
Reviewed by Kirstie Venanzi

God’s Joyful Surprise: Finding Yourself Loved

By Sue Monk Kidd

Many readers will recognize the author’s name for her more recent works, The Secret Life of Bees and The Mermaid Chair.  Sue Monk Kidd’s God’s Joyful Surprise: Finding Yourself Loved is an earlier work that resulted from her experiences as a young wife and mother.

Sue Monk Kidd was as busy as ever with her family and all of their everyday needs, her career and her extensive activity in her church and community.  She writes “I wanted to be super mom, super wife, successful career woman, church pillar, community helper and fulfilled person all at once.”  That all changes one December night during the hectic Christmas preparations when Kidd is struck with chest pains that lead to a diagnosis that brings a stop to her busy life style.  It is this event that allows her to analyze her faith and relationship with God.  Kidd writes that God came knocking that day and provided a not so gentle reminder to enjoy the day, and the moment. She rediscovers the beauty and enormity of a love that is truly unconditional.

Throughout this book Sue Monk Kidd shows the reader the way to be human enough to accept their own limitations and at the same time show others the love God has shown them.  She presents ways to rid ourselves of negative attitudes, to explore creative and new approaches to Bible reading, quiet times, mediation and prayer. The author presents ways to give creatively and joyfully out of the abundance God has given us.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
The Men’s Fellowship Club will meet for breakfast at the Cranbury Inn at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 25th.  Please note the date is one day earlier than our usual monthly date.  After breakfast, we will make a trip to Drumthwacket for a guided tour of the Governor’s official residence beginning at 10:30 a.m.  The church van will be available for those not wanting to drive.  Drumthwacket is located at 354 Stockton Street (Route 206) south of Princeton on the east side.

The Drumthwacket mansion was built in 1853 by a former NJ governor for his private home.  The tour will run about 45 minutes.  In addition there is a garden and gift shop worth visiting on your own.  There is not charge, but a $5 donation to the Foundation is appreciated.  Visitors should be prepared to provide photo identification (if available) at the front gate at about 10:15 a.m.  The estate is very beautiful and contains fine art on loan from major museums. 

Women of the congregation are especially invited to join us for good fellowship and an interesting tour.

MISSION, SERVICE & GRANTS NEWS
TASK NEEDS OUR HELP!

Here is a wonderful way to serve others in need and have fellowship with other members of our church. Please contact Anne Gordon if you would like to join us to serve a meal at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. The church van departs the parking lot by 2:30 p.m. and returns by 5:45 p.m. If you have donations: men’s clothing, food items, baby food, hygiene kits or books, call Anne Gordon at 409-7885.  We go to TASK on the first Thursday of the month – June 5th, July 3rd and August 7th.
GUATEMALA MISSION

Our mission trip to Guatemala is quickly approaching.  We will be going June 26 through July 5.  We are collecting children’s shoes (slightly used or new) and socks (new), dental supplies and medicines. 

Medicines


Prenatal vitamins, children’s vitamins


Acetaminophen and ibuprofen

Needed Dental Care Supplies


Soft toothbrushes


Toothpaste (Screw top only)


Dental floss

Shoes

New or slightly used, no open toes

Combs and Brushes

New only

If you feel you cannot donate time, or supplies, but would like to donate funds to allow us to purchase the supplies we need, checks can be made out to the Cranbury Presbyterian Church, note “Guatemala mission trips.”  Again, this could be tax deductible.

Thank you for your much needed support for this mission!

SUMMER - A GREAT TIME FOR CRAFTING!
Our “CARING CRAFTS” Fair Still Needs YOUR Support

While enjoying the summer months, please keep our November 16th event, “CARING CRAFTS,” in mind. On that Sunday (and perhaps a few more in November and December), the Mission, Service & Grants Committee will sponsor a craft marketplace called “CARING CRAFTS” during the church Coffee Hour.  

We will be selling all the wonderful crafts, large and small, which have been donated by the talented and caring folks in our congregation like you. Crafts from and for people of all ages are welcome. And ALL kinds of crafts are welcome, too. If you like to knit, embroider, paint, work in wood, jewelry, or you have your own special and creative ideas, please contribute one or more handicrafts to be sold at the Marketplace.  

All proceeds will be donated to a wonderful Mission of PCUSA and supported by our church. That Mission is the work of Dr. Michael and Nancy Haninger, a physician-nurse team who are partnering with the Presbyterian Church of the Congo and serve at the Christian Medical Institute of Kasai, as well as the Good Shepherd Hospital in Tshikaji, the Congo.  They also reach out into the villages of the Congo to bring health care and medical treatment to those who are in such desperate need.  

Please help us support the work of the Haningers, and have a great time in the process. It will be fun to make something which can be sold, and it will be just as much fun browsing and buying these special crafts – just in time for Christmas!

Do you have something you can donate?   Just call Carol Kientz at 609/426-0690 or cjkientz@verizon.net.  And watch for more details in upcoming Newsletters and Bulletins.  

MISSION MATTERS

BREAD FOR THE WORLD Offering of Letters is foremost in our minds right now.  You will find a suggested letter and addresses of officials to whom to send it at www.bread.org/take-action.  We are all aware of the rising price of food and energy and while we are feeling the pinch, people who are already living in poverty and constantly on the edge of hunger are in dire need of help.  We are urging in these letters that steps be taken to help permanently to overcome poverty and hunger.  Your letter need not be as long as the one suggested.  Just a sentence or two urging additional funds toward increasing poverty-focused development assistance by at least $5 billion in fiscal year 2009 and to cosponsor and pass the Global Poverty Act so that our assistance will have the maximum impact for those with the greatest need.  We are asking you to take responsibility for these letters in your own home rather than depending on the church for letters and envelopes.  As Christians, we can do no less.  And--we would like to know how many letters you sent.  Just put information on a card and put in the offering plate, or call the church office, or call Gretchen Stults, 655-3125.  Thank you for taking this situation seriously.

As you know, through our Princeton Seminary scholarship, each year we help to support a student.  This year that student, Safia, spoke from our pulpit.  Here is a copy of the letter she wrote on April 17 to "Reverend Lou, I hope this note reaches you in peace and in good spirits in Cranbury!  I trust all is well with First Presbyterian of Cranbury since we last saw one another in October.  As spring approaches it brings exciting times for me at PTS as I will be graduating next month.  I sincerely appreciate the contribution of First Presbyterian to the PTS Scholarship Endowment Fund.  The generosity of your church has enabled me to work and study without considerable financial burdens. Thank you for your continual giving.  As the end of May approaches, I will be re-locating to East Africa to continue my work in the human rights field!  Until we meet again, may God continually bless you and your ministry in Cranbury.  God's peace, Safia"

Connie Bauder, who heads the Senior Fellowship, reported that twenty-four persons attended the program featuring dolls and found it to be a most interesting presentation with a wonderful display of dolls.

Saturday, May 11, several members from the church traveled to Trenton to help with Jimmie Wilson's Food Program which is held the second Saturday of every month.  Since this is a church sponsored affair, attendees are guests and the meal is opened with prayer.  We have contributed financially to this service for the hungry.

The youth have had the responsibility of determining what agencies should receive our share of the Peace Offering.  Their choices were Children's Defense Fund and Woman Space, both of which contribute to justice, material help, and the end result of Peace.

Professor Elsie McKee, who has a special interest in hunger, will be preaching November 16, when the Mission Commission, joined by all interested members, will have our Craft Day sale.  Since we shall choose a project to receive profits from the sale of our homemade crafts, she is a most appropriate speaker.

As we have noted previously, our church is taking a special interest in the mission of Mike and Nancy Haninger who are serving in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in Good Shepherd Hospital which is the only hospital with electricity and running water in the central province of Western Kasai, which is the size of the state of Georgia.  By contrast, Georgia has 183 such hospitals.  Mike is an obstetrician/gynecologist, physician, while Nancy is a certified nurse midwife.

They wrote recently of the tremendous need of education for the children and of the clothing, tuition, etc. that only $50.00 will buy!  We hope to help finance the Haningers in their work in the Congo. 

Gretchen Stults
PRESBYTERY NEWS

PRESBYTERY MEETING IN CRANBURY MAY 27, 2008

Cranbury Presbyterian Church hosted the Monmouth Presbytery meeting Tuesday evening, May 27 2008. All the details went perfectly, thanks in large part to Carol Kientz and her careful planning as well as to the hard work of  the Deacons and all the commissions, especially that of Congregational Life.  The before meeting refreshments were plentiful, noted.

The meeting itself opened promptly at 7:00 p.m. with a somber worship service which focused on remembering members of the Presbytery who had died within the past year.  Our chorale added a bright note by singing "Down To the River to Pray" and Don Klotzbeacher added his considerable talents by playing our newly refitted organ.  Anne Gordon spoke briefly about Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, the mission which had been chosen to be benefited by the offering which was received.  The amount collected for TASK was $506.

Present were Pastors Lou Mitchell, Rosanna Anderson, and Joanne Petto.  Commissioners were Donald Winchell and Gretchen Stults.  Various church members were also glimpsed.
Pastor Lou welcomed the guests and reported on arrangements.  A high spot was the recognition of our Associate Pastor, Rosanna Anderson, for earning her Certificate as Christian Educator, a great achievement.  In this effort, she had worked with, among others, Lou Mitchell and Audrey Smith of our congregation and Patty Williams, Christian Educator Consultant of Monmouth Presbytery.  Lou spoke of Rosanna's many contributions to our church.  He, Rosanna's husband Clifford, and several church members gathered around Rosanna when Patty presented her with a certificate, a wooden cross, and a gift.  In her turn, Rosanna expressed her appreciation to Patty and gave her a beautiful scarlet orchid plant.
Gary Filson, who leaves the office of Presbytery Stated Clerk on June 15, spoke eloquently of his twenty-one years as Clerk.  He thanked the Presbytery many times as being responsible for the many opportunities he had enjoyed as Clerk.  He closed his talk by doing a magic trick with a deck of cards.  Later, Mike Sosa, Director of Johnsonburg Camp and Conference Center, thanked Gary for the sixteen years in which he had come to Camp to teach clowning and magic.
A new program being undertaken jointly by Monmouth, New Brunswick, and West Jersey Presbyteries is the Latina Project which is an outreach in ministry to supply an evangelist for Hispanics/Latinos in these areas.  Cost would be $37,000 a year for 3 years.  More details will be available in September.

Rev. Dr. Carlos Wilton, pastor at Point Pleasant Church, was elected Stated Clerk, defeating Elder Daniel Raisch. Also elected were Sarah Gordon as Youth Advisory Delegate (YAD) to General Assembly, Donald Winchell to a 3-year term to Committee on Ministry, Gretchen Stults to a 1-year term to the Committee on Preparation, and Kenneth Gordon to a 3-year term and chairman of Sessional Records.  Don was retained by the Committee on Preparation as their representative to the Board of Pensions.
It was announced that there is to be a Hunger Conference at Stony Point on September 15-17, and the Cents-Ability Program and its success was explained.  Over $11,000 had been collected from just 12 churches that had been using that program. Churches were urged to participate in the Seminary Education Fund which gives a certain small percentage each year to the Fund.  The New Horizons Fund, of which Gretchen was a member, was dismissed with thanks.  In closing, final checks raised by the Fund were given to The Rev. Robert Morrison, pastor of the Cornerstone Church, and Mike Sosa, of Johnsonburg, two organizations which had been particularly assisted by New Horizons.  Mike said that Johnsonburg will be celebrating its 50th anniversary with great fanfare.
Newly elected Moderator, Dan Raisch, and Vice Moderator the Rev. Terry Chapman, delegates to General Assembly, including Sarah Gordon, and members of the Cuba Committee were installed by the previous Moderator, Thad Livingston.  Our church was thanked for its hospitality, and the meeting was adjourned at just 11:00 p.m.  Commissioners were happy to be so close to home rather than many miles away.
Gretchen Haverkamp, Commissioner

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Senior Fellowship exercise class has grown and grown and grown. We are currently keeping a waiting list. If you would like to be placed on the waiting list, please call Connie Bauder at 609-395-1215. 
EXERCISE SCHEDULE

June 2, June 5, June 9, June 12
June 16, June 19, June 23, June 23

Upcoming Events
On June 4, Senior Fellowship will travel to Princeton to visit the Morven Museum and Gardens. Bring a brown bag lunch to eat at 11:30 in Fellowship Hall of the First Presbyterian Church.  Beverage and dessert will be provided. We will depart from the church parking lot at 12:30 for Morven, where we will have a guided tour.
Morven, New Jersey’s original Governor’s Mansion, has a long and rich history. In 1754 Richard Stockton, a leading attorney in the colonies and later a New Jersey representative to the Continental Congress and signer of the Declaration of Independence, built Morven, which was named by his wife, Annis Boudinot Stockton. She was one of the first published female poets in the United States.  In 1783, the final year of the Revolution, a crowd of armed war veterans marched on Congress in Philadelphia demanding back pay. Congress escaped to Princeton, following Elias Boudinot, president of the Congress, who stayed with his sister, Annis, at Morven.  In 1790 Morven was rebuilt as it is seen today. It became the state’s first Governor’s Mansion in 1945, a role it played until 1981, when the Governor’s Mansion moved to Drumthwacket. 

During our visit we can also view an exhibition “Picturing Princeton 1783: The Nation’s Capitol,” which commemorates the 225th anniversary of that important year in Princeton’s history. We can also stroll the gardens and visit the gift shop during our stay.  

If you would like to go with us, please register by calling Phyllis at 409-8533 by Sunday, June 1.  This trip is limited to the first 25 people who pre-register.

All members of the community age 55 or over are invited to join Senior Fellowship on a shore excursion to Jenkinson’s Aquarium on Tuesday, September 9th, where we will enjoy a guided tour featuring underwater and rainforest exhibits. You will experience sharks, vibrantly colored fish and breathtaking stingrays in their natural habitats. Beyond the huge 58,000 gallon aquarium exhibit, you will also see monkeys, colorful parrots and seals. After our tour, you will have an opportunity to stroll along the Point Pleasant Boardwalk, walk on the beach or just sit and relax on a bench. Bring a brown bag lunch to eat in the Pavilion. Dessert and beverage will be provided. We must depart the church parking lot promptly at 10:30 a.m. If you would like to join us and you are not on the Senior Fellowship call list, please make reservations with Phyllis at 609-409-8533 by Monday, August 25th. This trip will be rescheduled if it rains. 

Program Schedule
Senior fellowship is open for all seniors in the church or community. We have a wonderful group and would like to have you join us. We provide rides for those who need them. The Senior Fellowship coordinator is Connie Bauder. If you have any questions, please contact her at 395-1215.
SESSION NEWS

Gleanings from the Session Meeting

May 20, 2008
The Deacons joined the Session for the first half hour, and Pastor Lou opened this joint meeting by a scripture reading a commentary by Karl Barth indicating that there is no limit that we can put on the power of God's love for us through Jesus Christ.  He closed this worship period with prayer.

Barbara Hannon, Deacon Moderator, spoke briefly of the Strawberry Festival and the possibility of the Deacons' combining some of their accounts.  One of the Deacons said how much she, as a Deacon, appreciated seeing some of the workings of the church.  The Deacons then left to attend their own meeting.

It was noted that we have taken in nineteen new members since we last met--the seventeen confirmands and William and Eileen Beam who transferred from Dutch Neck Presbyterian Church, Princeton Junction, NJ.  Two baptisms were listed: Margaret Elizabeth Collins who was baptized April 27 and Benjamin Thomas Hartman who was baptized May 18.  Session voted to approve the baptism of Theo Dominick Manna, son of Lisa (Ingegneri) and Paul Manna on July 20.

In his Pastor's, report, Lou listed a number of events we should celebrate: new members, confirmation, Women's tea, adult retreat, spring work day, youth concert, Collins baptism.  He asked that if anyone has event dates that should be on the calendar, please advise the church office.

Larry White, chairman of the Outreach Committee announced that the 2008 committee brochures have been updated and put into our display racks.  You might want to take a look. Since municipalities no longer give out address information for new homeowners, if you are aware of a new person in your area, why not pass on that fact to the Outreach Committee?

Alan Danser, chairman of the Stewardship and Finance Committee had encouraging news: our pledge receipts are slightly ahead of budget and expenditures are all on budget or below.  Thanks for keeping YOUR pledges up-to-date.

A calendar was adopted for Christian Education classes and activities.  The summer worship schedule will continue through September 7 when worship will start at 10:00 a.m., followed by the all church picnic.  September 14, we revert to the regular schedule with Sunday School starting at 9:15, and worship at 10:30.  Session approved the Maine Mission Trip Fundraisers, which include the Silent Auction of Scarlet Clover handbags and the car wash and bake sale June 1.

As a project for her Girl Scout Troop, Katie Olsson (6th grade) was given permission to place a donation box near Fellowship Hall for two to three weeks to collect donations of baby items such as diapers, cloths, ointments, etc. Items would then be distributed to mothers and babies in need via "Baby Bundles" an organization sponsored by ABC (Channel 7) News.

And a wedding is coming up on July 11, 2009 when Kathryn White and Nicholas Beykirch will be married.  Kathryn is the daughter of Pat Cavender and Larry White, members here.  On a personal note, I well remember when "Katie" was an eager, much involved teenager in our congregation.

In case you wonder sometimes how your One Great Hour of Sharing gifts are being used, you will be pleased to know that some of them are helping to alleviate the pain of the recent cyclone.  Often the church works through Church World Service in this type of effort, but it is the OGHS offering that makes possible the help.  So, again, thanks for your participation.

The upcoming Presbytery meeting May 27 which our church is hosting was discussed at some length, as was the need for some kind of janitorial type help.  The latter question will be considered at a later meeting.

The meeting closed, as always, with members standing, holding hands, and praying the Lord's Prayer.

Gretchen Stults, Session member

WALKING IN FAITH
Walking, or Racing, in Faith….Deacon Karen Jones

As a new member and deacon of First Presbyterian, it is a bit daunting to be doing all sorts of things for the first time—attending meetings, organizing coffee hours. Writing this essay is no different. In preparation, though, I had the wonderful opportunity to read past faith journey stories of other deacons. And it was comforting to realize that everyone has a different story, and even that some people struggle or have struggled with their faith. I think it takes a lot to admit such things.

I’ve had my own conflicted feelings about religion through the years. I was born and raised in a small town in Pennsylvania and brought up in the Presbyterian Church. I was baptized, attended nursery and then Sunday school until I was in my teens, and regularly went to church services with my grandparents. I remember very much enjoying Sunday school and the lessons, especially as I got older and we read more of the Bible. I also liked learning and discussing the morals in the stories. I was very fortunate to have enthusiastic and dedicated Sunday school teachers.

But due to some family circumstances, as I grew older, I became resentful and wary of religion—organized religion—and its power to distort and to be distorted by the good-intentioned and sometimes by those with not so good intentions.

As a result, and also due to the sort of (unfortunately) normal growing pains that it seems a lot of people go through as young adults, I moved away from the church in college and during my early years on my own. But gradually, God started reminding me in little ways that He was still there. In particular, during one very rough period in my life, God intervened.

My relationship with a boyfriend had just ended, and I felt so alone and so very desperate. Fortunately, my family, not knowing the depths of my despair, had invited me home to visit, to play and watch the Kentucky Derby with them. (I know that not everyone condones gambling, but my family has long enjoyed the sport of thoroughbred racing).  I agreed to join them, hoping to get my mind off things. While having dinner and looking over the racing program, I couldn’t help but feel drawn to this one horse. There was no particular reason why I should have played that horse—its name meant nothing to me and it was a huge long-shot, at over 50-1. But each time, I ran my eye down the page, I just felt so strongly that I had to play that horse—it was something that I’ve never felt before, almost like a supernatural force. I couldn’t ignore it. So I played the long-shot with another horse, the favorite, in an exacta. Well, wouldn’t you know it, both my horses came in. I couldn’t believe it—I had won over $1200! 

It seems like such a silly thing—why would God intervene so that I might win a large sum of money in a horse race, you’re probably asking? I didn’t attribute it to God until later, when I really thought about that feeling I had never had before, compelling me to play that horse. But I believe God knew of my deep, deep despair; He also knew that I had hoped to take advantage of an extra week’s vacation that I unexpectedly had that year and go to Spain, a place I dearly loved. The idea of such a vacation lifted my spirits, just thinking about it. The problem was I didn’t have the money to go until I won the Kentucky Derby. So God showed that He was listening to me in my time of need and that He cared about me.

It was several more years before I would feel the calling to rejoin the church. I still struggle with my faith sometimes, when I ask God for signs, for guidance as strong as that which He showed me that day so long ago. Sometimes I see the signs; sometimes I don’t. But I’ve come to realize two things: God doesn’t always have to intervene in your life in a large way to make His presence felt, and sometimes we just have to have the faith that He is there, guiding us, even if we can’t always feel or recognize His influence.

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

Upcoming Activities
Youth Group: End of the Year Celebrations on Sunday, June 1
June 1 is Children & Youth Sunday (& Teacher Appreciation!) 


We have a lot of special activities happening! Here’s the schedule of events.


9:15 a.m. Youth Rehearsal in the Sanctuary, Celebration Sunday in FH


10:30 a.m. Children & Youth Lead the Worship Service


11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall and the Maine Mission Trip fundraiser Car Wash & Bake Sale outside in the parking lot, immediately followed by the Jell-o Games for youth who help with the fundraiser! Students: Bring baked goods for the bake sale, tennis shoes and casual clothes, a towel, and your Jell-O.

Summer Activities

June 11 (Wed.) High School group at Cranbury Pizza from 6:30-7:30 pm (Last One!)
June 14 (Sat.) Youth Service Project: Assist with the Strawberry Festival 4-8 p.m.  Contact Brenda Kirkenir or Dawn Michaud if you can help with the fun and games!
June 29 (Sun.) Fifth Sunday Ushering service project in worship.  Please contact Bob Gregory if you will be in town to participate!
July 3 (Thurs.) TASK service project at Trenton Area Soup Kitchen for students age 13 and older from 2:30-6:15 p.m. - Please wear close-toed shoes and modest clothes, and contact Anne Gordon if you are able to help!
July 20 (Sun.) Worship at 10 a.m.: Commission leaders for Community VBS
July 21- July 24 (Monday- Thursday) Community Vacation Bible School from 6-8 p.m. (dinner included, registration fee is $10 per person for the week) Youth are encouraged to help the leadership team with this dynamic family ministry as part of the Drama Team, Music Leaders, Greeters, Game Leaders, Crafts Assistants, and Synagogue Helpers. Contact Vicki Waciega or Pastor Rosanna to be a part of it! 
July 27 (Sun.) Worship at 10 a.m.: Commission the Maine Mission Trip team
August 2 - August 6 (Saturday at 7 a.m. - Wednesday at 10 p.m.) Maine Mission Trip - Registration is closed for the Maine Mission Trip, since our group is at maximum capacity! We trust that our church family will be praying for us as we go to serve others, just as Jesus himself came “not to be served but to serve,” at HOME, Inc. (Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) in Orland, Maine. This is our third annual youth mission trip to Maine, and we are truly thankful for your support.
August 31 (Sun.) Labor Day weekend Fifth Sunday Ushering service project in worship
Please contact Tom Senko if you will be in town to participate!

Summer Birthdays
JUNE

Emma Kristiansen
6/01

Mark Hughes
6/03

Molly Peterson
6/03

Joan Fraser
6/04

Russell Clayton
6/05

Joanne Hughes
6/05

Christopher Matakas
6/05

Alexandra Wegner
6/05

Michael Leung
6/05

Andrew Kasper
6/06

William Munoz
6/06

Diana Ornberg
6/06

Samuel Vaughan
6/06

Justin Keve
6/07

Nikki Senopoulos
6/07

Kenneth Smith
6/07

Scott Wynings
6/07

Cathryn Ryan
6/07

Justin Keve
6/07

Arlene Farren
6/08

James Gunckel
6/08

Warren R. Barnes
6/09

Leigh Perry
6/09

Jonathan Reece
6/09

Richard Zimmer
6/09

Michelle Ochoa
6/09

Betty Jane Petterson
6/10

Philip Kaess
6/11

Kari Ornberg
6/11

Sheryl Reece
6/11

William Arnold
6/13

Gordon Fraser
6/13

Katherine Hsiao
6/13

Norma Keller
6/13

Mary Speer
6/13

Henrietta Sushereba
6/14

David Moy
6/15

Daniel Roetert
6/15

John Sievers
6/15

Stephen Bodmer
6/16

Karen Moser
6/16

Roberta Velez
6/16

Lynn Kubinski
6/17

Paul Michaud
6/17

Richard Schroeder
6/17

Daniel Kay
6/18

Walter Ornberg
6/18

Joseph Ferro
6/19

Jane Hovland
6/19

Noah Kane Vitulli
6/19

Carly Riemann
6/19

Mark Bianchi
6/20

Marjorie Bloom
6/20

Margo Wegner
6/20

Erin Greenwood
6/20

Julia Munoz
6/21

James Walcott
6/21

Kevin Smith
6/23

Sarah Trent
6/23

Peter Traficante
6/24

Julia DeMarco
6/25

Barbara Balcomb
6/26

Rebecca Barclay
6/26

Sophia Newberg
6/26

Gregory Nicholas
6/26

Nancy Stewart
6/26

Steven Barbano
6/26

Michael Galietti
6/27

D. Simpson Klotzbeacher
6/27

Shirley Jones
6/28

Madison Fetch
6/29

Paul Furchak
6/29

Peter Stewart
6/30

JULY

Sandra Fitzgerald
7/01

Jessica Lehman
7/01

Will McDonald
7/01

Nicholas Arsnow
7/03

Dorothy Orey
7/03

Zachary Benedict
7/04

George Stewart
7/04

Ryan Vandenberg
7/04

Nicole Klein
7/05

David Ley
7/05

Ginette Smith
7/05

J. Scott Wynne
7/05

Kara Zimmer
7/05

Avery Bonwell
7/06

Jessica Smith
7/06

Jennifer Kong
7/07

Evelyn Norland
7/07

Matthew Mansfield
7/07

Nicole Girardet
7/08

Nathan Kaess
7/08

Helen Lee
7/08

Nancy Norland
7/08

Samantha Scott
7/08

Tyler Huang
7/08

David Jones
7/09

Robert Dreyling
7/10

Sarah Gordon
7/10

Mary Ellen Szczepanik
7/10

Richard Von Lutcken
7/10

Ashyln Petersen
7/10

Lisa Cugini
7/11

Robert Dyke
7/11

Kenny Griffin
7/11

Dorothy Klotzbeacher
7/11

Jill McNamara
7/11

Rodney Ochoa
7/11

David Scullin
7/11

Madeline Hsiao
7/12

Daniel Mulligan, IV
7/12

Gretchen Stults
7/12

Andy White
7/12

Deanna Anderson
7/13

Dennis Chonko
7/13

Gustave Frezel
7/13

Mackenzie Henderson
7/13

Judson Hagerty
7/14

David Kirkenir
7/14

Courtney Krajcsovics
7/14

Leah Mitchell
7/14

Ann Olsson
7/14

Phyllis Dyke
7/15

Patricia Kaess
7/15

William Munoz
7/15

John Kirkenir
7/16

Claire Maselli
7/16

Monty Hagerty
7/17

Anthony Pugliese
7/17

Walter Wright
7/17

Jenni Collins
7/18

Barbara Hannon
7/18

Shelby Moran
7/18

James Steuterman
7/18

Daniel Stewart
7/18

Ryan Gaylo
7/19

Ryan Guy
7/19

S. Warren Perrine
7/19

Jennifer Bond
7/20

Lori Davison
7/20

Elizabeth Hagerty
7/20

Matthew Rhodes
7/20

Barbara Danser
7/21

Michael Egan
7/23

Todd Kaess
7/23

Heidi Knowlton
7/23

Janet Schlegel
7/23

Barbara Sears
7/23

Alexander Sutton
7/23

Lynne Wynne
7/23

Elizabeth Barclay
7/24

Dina Ellsworth
7/24

Elizabeth Suttmeier
7/24

Mary Ellen Brennan
7/25

Deane Chonko
7/26

Emily Trube
7/26

Daune Arsnow
7/27

Mildred Watts
7/27

Judy Duke
7/28

Linda Aldrich
7/29

Lillian Santoro
7/29

Zachary Balcomb
7/30

Arthur Danser
7/30

Anthony Kerr
7/30

John Kirkenir
7/30

Ridge Pugliese
7/30

Warren Barnes
7/31

Gladys Frisch
7/31

Barbara Ley
7/31

Audrey Smith
7/31

Emily Tyndall
7/31

Margaux Petersen
7/31

AUGUST

John Miller
8/01

Joseph Fetch
8/02

Donovan Mavoides
8/02

Gavin Mavoides
8/02

Dietrich Wahlers
8/03

Michael Giovanelli
8/04

Catherine Keve
8/04

Jacob Probasco
8/04

Marina Portilla
8/05

Rosellyn Cassidy
8/06

Wendy Pacheco
8/06

Charlotte Murray
8/07

Joseph Egan
8/08

William Schlegel
8/08

Kyle Michaud
8/09

Richard Waller
8/09

Kristin Waller
8/09

Sally Giovanos
8/11

Payton Kleppe
8/11

Jeffrey Riemann
8/11

Jonathan Mitchell
8/12

Louis Mitchell
8/14

William Arnold
8/15

Ryan Hafner
8/15

Deanna Munoz
8/15

Andrew Steenvoorden
8/15

Diana Tredennick
8/15

Joseph Frascella
8/16

William Keller, Jr,
8/17

Taylor Kenny
8/17

Ian Stewart
8/17

Laura Tamasi
8/17

Susan Walcott
8/17

Brian Danser
8/18

Alicia Kasper
8/18

Florence Kremann
8/18

Andrew Mulder
8/18

Jenna Cody
8/20

Zachary Conley
8/20

Stanley Stults
8/20

Cassi Waciega
8/20

Michelle Young
8/20

Gale Kearney
8/21

Margaret Girardet
8/22

Gene Hsiao
8/22

Grace Applegate-Tissiere
8/23

Kyle Cook
8/23

Helen Myer
8/23

Heidi Bonwell
8/24

Ryan Janni
8/24

Margery Scott
8/24

James Taylor
8/24

Julia Longo
8/24

Doreen Grand-Jean
8/25

William O'Leary
8/25

Susan Probasco
8/25

Carl Allen
8/26

Michelle Kane Vitulli
8/26

Lorraine Jackson
8/27

Susan Mavoides
8/27

James Huff-Miller
8/28

Lori Kleppe
8/28

William Chermak
8/29

Whitney Paterson
8/29

Robert Venanzi
8/29

Samuel Venanzi
8/29

Mary Borger
8/30

Emily Ellsworth
8/30

Thomas Jones
8/30

Reid Murray
8/30

Terri Waller
8/30

John Daniel Kirkenir
8/31

Jillian Koppel
8/31

Linda Protinick
8/31

Carole Vandercher
8/31

Cranbury Community Vacation Bible School 2008

Presented by the First Presbyterian Church and the United Methodist Church

Want to Take a Family Vacation ….Without Leaving Town?  Then bring your entire family to Jerusalem Marketplace:  Where Jesus walked to the Cross!  

Imagine what it was like to live and work in the bustling city of Jerusalem at the time of Jesus.  You would hear the chatter about this puzzling prophet as you talked with shopkeepers.  You might work or talk with people who had met Jesus, heard his teachings, or witnessed an actual miracle.  The Jerusalem Marketplace will immerse your family in Bible-times culture, helping kids and adults explore what it might have been like to live when Jesus did.  

Each day your family can become part of history as they see, hear, touch, and even taste what it was like to live in bible times!  You’ll explore life in Jerusalem, become students in Synagogue School, take part in games, dance to lively Bible songs, and sample tasty tidbits as you discover more about life when Jesus walked the earth.  These experiences make God’s Word come alive with new meaning for all who participate!

Each family will be part of a small group that is named after one of the twelve tribes of Israel.  Each day, Tribes will leave Jerusalem Marketplace with a fresh understanding and appreciation for what it was like to live in a city when Jesus came to town.  And, more important, they’ll discover that Jesus was a real person, one who can transform our lives today.  

Jerusalem Marketplace is great fun for children of all ages; even teenagers will enjoy signing on to be a bible-times person on this adventure.  You may even want to come in simple robes or tunics so you’ll fit right into the Bible-times setting!

So mark these dates on your calendar:  Monday, July 21 – Thursday, July 24.  The adventure starts at 6pm, includes a family style dinner and will end at 8pm.  To register your family for this awesome Bible adventure, complete the attached registration form by June 22.

Community Vacation Bible School Registration Form
Name(s) of Parent (s)______________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________   State_________   Zip _________________
Home Phone________________________________ Cell Phone ___________________________

Email Address ____________________________________________________________________
Church Affiliation_________________________________________________________________
1. Student’s Name________________________________ Date of Birth____________ Age_____

School________________________________________________________ Grade in Fall________

Allergies, Special Info or Requests___________________________________________________
2. Student’s Name________________________________ Date of Birth____________ Age_____

School______________________________________________________ Grade in Fall_________

Allergies, Special Info or Requests__________________________________________________
3. Student’s Name________________________________ Date of Birth___________ Age_____

School______________________________________________________ Grade in Fall_________

Physician’s Name_________________________________________ Phone __________________

Emergency Contact’s Name________________________________ Phone __________________
***********************************************************************************************

Parent or other Special Person who will Assist ___________________________________________

Rank your top 3 choices for ways to assist our Community Vacation Bible School


___ Kitchen Crew 
___ Musician


___ Arts & Crafts 
___ Skits/Drama Team


___ Nursery Volunteer 
___ Photographer


___ Games/Exploration 
___ Other skill________________



_____________________________
Indicate if you will need nursery care while you volunteer:  

Child’s Name ____________________________________________ Date of Birth ______________ 

Allergies, Special Info or Requests_____________________________________________________
Registration Fee per person is $10.00.  Please make checks payable to the First Presbyterian Church and note Community VBS.  Then return your payment with this form to the church office.
	Pastors

Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell

Rev. Rosanna Anderson

	Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Worship (Childcare provided)
	Church Office Hours

(9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)
Closed – July 4
	Christian Education for All Ages begins at 9:15 a.m.


	Cranbury Presbyterian Nursery School (CPNS)

Janice Parker, Director

Phone: 609-655-8663

cpnschool@ comcast.net

	You can view the monthly newsletter and calendar on our website at www.cranburypres.org. .

If you have suggestions, or want to submit information to be included on the website, send your request to webmaster@cranburypres.org. Requests made by Wednesday will be posted on the website by Saturday.
	The deadline for the September Newsletter is August 20, 2008.  If possible, please submit articles as attachments via email to:

FirstPresOffice@comcast.net
	Dates and Deadlines

6/12     Session Material Due

6/17     Session Meeting
8/14     Session Material Due

8/19     Session Meeting

8/21     September Newsletter Info Due


If you do NOT wish to receive hard copies of future newsletters in the mail,
please notify the church office.
	First Presbyterian Church

22 South Main Street

Cranbury, NJ  08512
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