The Cranbury Presbyterian

“We praise God that we are called to serve Christ in love. We invite others to join us in this calling.”

(From our Mission Statement)
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Phone:  609-395-0897
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From the Pastor…
“On Keeping Christmas”

How will you spend Christmas this year? “Spend” is the optimal word when it comes to Christmas, especially in this economy. We will all spend our money, though this year probably not as much as in past years, in buying presents for the people we love. But we spend Christmas itself in the ways we observe the sacred and secular traditions surrounding Christmas.

No matter how we spend Christmas this year may we keep it in our hearts.  Here are two Christmas prayers that express that thought.  One is a poem, “Keeping Christmas” written by Henry Van Dyke, the author of the popular story, “The Fourth Wiseman.”  The other is a prayer composed by Peter Marshall, former Chaplain of the United States Senate.

This year, let’s not spend Christmas. Let’s keep it!

“Keeping Christmas”

There is a better thing than the observance of Christmas day and that is keeping Christmas.

Are you willing to forget what you have done for other people, and to remember what other people have done for you; to ignore what the world owes you, and to think what you owe the world; to put your rights in the back ground, and your duties in the middle distance, and your chances to do a little more than your duty in the foreground; to see that your fellow men are just as real as you are, and try to look behind their faces to their hearts, hungry for joy; to own that probably the only good reason for your existence is not what you are going to get out of life, but what you are going to give; to close your book of complaints against the management of the universe, and look around you for a place where you can sow a few seeds of happiness---are you willing to do these things even for a day?  Then you can keep Christmas.

Are you willing to stoop down and consider the needs and the desires of little children; to remember the weakness and loneliness of people who are growing old; to stop asking how much your friends love you, and ask yourself whether you love them enough; to bear in mind the things that other people have to bear in their hearts; to try to understand what those who live in the same home with you really want, without waiting for them to tell you; to trim your lamp so that it will give more light and less smoke, and to carry it in front so that your shadow will fall behind you; to make a grave for your ugly thoughts and a garden for your good thoughts, with the gate open—Are you willing to do these things even for a day?  Then you can keep Christmas.

Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in the world---stronger than hate, stronger than evil, stronger than death---and that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem nineteen hundred years ago is the image and brightness of the Eternal Love? Then you can keep Christmas.

And if you keep it for a day, why not always? But you can never keep it alone. 

Henry Van Dyke

Presbyterian Clergyman, Educator, and Author
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We thank Thee, O God, for the return of the wondrous spell of this Christmas season that brings its own sweet joy into our jaded and troubled hearts.

Forbid it, Lord, that we should celebrate without understanding what we celebrate, or like our counterparts so long ago, fail to see the star or to hear the song of glorious promise.

As our hearts yield to the spirit of Christmas, may we discover that it is Thy Holy Spirit who comes not a sentiment, but a power—to remind us of the only way by which there may be peace on the earth and good will among men.

May we not spend Christmas, but keep it, that we may be kept in its hope, through Him who emptied Himself in coming to us that we might be filled with peace and joy in returning to God.

Peter Marshall, Former Chaplain of US Senate

Blessings in Keeping Christmas!  Pastor Lou
From Pastor Rosanna…
Have you ever been curious about special holiday traditions to celebrate Christmas around the world? Well, I remember when I first saw pictures of Scandinavian girls wearing glowing wreaths of Christmas candles on their heads. I wondered how they managed to keep their hair from catching on fire. Wow! I recall being puzzled when I saw a reference to the British tradition of Boxing Day. Were people really fighting so soon after opening their presents? 

Of course, it’s best to learn about a unique tradition directly from the culture in which it originated. So I have since discovered that the Swedish tradition honors a brave Christian martyr, Saint Lucia, whose name means light, during the darkest time of the year.  Boxing Day got its name from an offering box at church used during Christmas worship, or a gift box where end of the year bonuses were collected, and includes people giving boxes of food to others to benefit their tables at this very cold time of the year.

Here in Cranbury, we have some wonderful holiday traditions. I can always tell that the festivities are right around the corner when the Scouts go from house to house collecting food, and the youth group energetically sorts it, for Thanksgiving Baskets for our neighbors in need. Garlands of greens and Christmas wreaths with red bows are strung across Main Street, and the string of lights for one of the garlands is plugged in downstairs in my basement. Our Sunday school students sing heart-warming carols as people stream into worship on the day of the Christmas Luncheon and Vespers Service. And who can help but laugh in sheer joy when everyone rings their bells with great vigor at the 5pm Children’s Service on Christmas Eve?  As the CPNS students and alumni sing so cheerfully and with such excitement, “Christmas Day will soon be here, and I can hardly wait!”

May the light and love of Jesus, the generosity and grace of God, and the comfort and joy of the Holy Spirit warm your home and fill your heart with hope during this holiday season and always.

Grace and peace, Rosanna

ADULT EDUCATION
ADULT EDUCATION on SUNDAY MORNINGS
December 7 - “The Case for Christ” Deepen faith and deal with doubts or questions. Matt Rhodes will conclude his series on Lee Strobel’s book.

December 14 and 21 – “The Dead Sea Scrolls” In this Advent series led by Pastor Rosanna Anderson, we will explore the famous and fascinating biblical scrolls from Jesus’ time and earlier. 

On Saturday, December 13, Rosanna will take the train to New York City to see the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit at the Jewish Museum (located on 92nd Street and Fifth Avenue, right on beautiful ‘Museum Mile’). Any interested adults, or young people accompanied by a parent, are welcome to join me on this fun excursion. We can meet at church at 9am, visit the museum, have lunch at a nice café, and return in the afternoon. Just let me know if you would like to go!

ADULT EDUCATION AT OTHER TIMES

Cranbury Men’s Bible Study: Sundays 7:30pm @ The Inn All men are invited to join us in a relaxed setting at the Inn. We are studying the Second Helvetic [Swiss] Confession. We use the weekly questions as the starting point for our conversation about confessing Christ in our contemporary context. Please contact Mike Kasper at cwcollector@aol.com or Clifford Anderson at clifford.anderson@ptsem.edu for more information.

Martha Circle Women’s Bible Study: First Monday of the Month at 1:30 pm in the Library All women are welcome to attend! Our next meeting will be on December 1. The new study is Jubilee: Luke's Gospel for the Poor. Our group enjoys fellowship, Bible study and prayer, with the discussion led by Rose Eller. She can be reached at 655-9175.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
SUNDAY SCHOOL

THANK YOU VERY MUCH to each of our Sunday school teachers, shepherds, workshop rotation leaders, substitute teachers, Celebration Sunday leaders, and other helpers. You are doing an excellent job, and your faithful work is greatly appreciated by our whole church family.  May the Lord bless you in wonderful ways!

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

On Sunday, December 14 at 10:10 a.m. our Sunday School teachers will lead their students from their classrooms to the front doors of the Sanctuary. There they will practice and sing Christmas carols at the front of the building. This is a great way for our children and young people to share their faith, sing God’s praises, and welcome the congregation to worship.  Enjoy!
CONFIRMATION CORNER

December Class & Activity Schedule

Dec. 6 (Sat.) 
9-10:30am Fall Work Day meet in Fellowship Hall (Reschedule Date)
Dec. 7
[Middle School Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg, returning at 1pm]  Regular Class meeting, and field trip from 5-9pm to “Liquid” Worship

Dec. 14
Regular Class meeting, and 4 pm Vespers Service 
Dec. 21
Regular Class meeting

Dec. 24
(Wed.) Worship on Christmas Eve at 5pm, 8pm and 11pm + Merry Christmas!

Dec. 28
Have a Happy New Year! No Sunday School 

Save The Date!

January 4
Sunday School Classes Resume
Jan. 11
Regular Class meeting, and 5-6pm Mentor Dinner with Confirmands, followed by field trip from 6-8pm Bowling at Brunswick Country Lanes

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14TH
11:30 AM – RIGHT AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE

IN FELLOWSHIP HALL

Celebrate Christmas with food and song – and the fellowship of our congregation.

On December 14th, we’ll be serving good, old-fashioned homemade chicken soup – Liz Calloway’s great recipe! There will be fresh rolls, dessert, and Holiday punch to complete the family style lunch.

We’ll have Christmas Carols for all to take part in, and best of all, we’ll be together to share in the joy of the Advent season.

If you would like to bring something for the meal you are welcome and encouraged to bring either a dessert (cookies, brownies, or other “finger food” desserts) or special bread if you have a recipe that you like to make.  Just drop off your dessert items in the kitchen before worship service so that we can have all of the preparations ready for when the congregation moves to fellowship hall after the church service.

Mark your calendar and be sure come and bring your family to our Christmas Luncheon on December 14th! 

HEAR YE! HEAR YE!  Coffee hour at the First Presbyterian is an extension of our worship service.  I am proud of the way this is handled every Sunday. The food each week is wonderful, and so is the fellowship we have with each other.

However, I do need some new names added to my list, new people, young people and willing people.  If you can help and would like to host a coffee hour please call Doreen at 860-2805 and let me add you to my list. Thanks so much, God bless you.
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CPNS NEWS
As we enter the season of Advent our CPNS family is busy getting ready for Christmas.  We will be baking cookies, singing songs for our senior citizens and collecting pennies for our Pennies for Presents program that will purchase gifts for a few 
local families this year.  We are all looking forward to hearing the story of Christmas in our beautiful sanctuary told by Pastor Lou and Pastor Rosanna.  Sharing the story of Jesus and his birth with the children is a wonderful opportunity to share the love of Jesus with the children.   We will also be celebrating Christmas with a very special family Christmas sing-a-long around our Christmas Tree in Fellowship Hall.  Please join us; our programs will be on Thursday, December 18 and Monday, December 22 at 10:45 AM and 2:15. The excitement the children bring, the happiness on their faces and the love in their eyes make Christmas at CPNS extra special.  

Beginning this January we will be offering for the first time “MOMMY & ME at CPNS”.  Your child must be 2 years old by October 1, 2008 and we only have 8 spots available.  Kathy Edwards will be teaching the class and it will meet on Tuesday mornings.  This will be a wonderful opportunity for you to explore together with your child a creative and developmental appropriate learning environment for your 2 year old that is not quite ready for our 2 ½-year-old program.  Our curriculum will consist of story time, activities, snack and music.

Our registration process for the school year 2009-2010 began in November, and the general public registration took place on December 1.  We are offering a new 4-day 4/5-year old class with an added enrichment component.  Don’t miss out on the opportunity of having your child attend CPNS.  Please feel free to call Janice Parker at 655-8663 for any information about our nursery school or e-mail us at CPNSchool@comcast.net. 

We hope everyone has a joyous Advent season filled with hope, love, joy and peace and a very blessed Christmas.  Our hope is that we all carry the Christmas feeling in our hearts wherever we go.

Have a Happy, Healthy, New Year!

Your Friends at CPNS

LIBRARY NEWS

ATTENTION

PARENTS OF THE CONFIRMATION CLASS
Our library has copies of The Study Catechism: Full Version with Biblical References / Presbyterian Church (USA).  These books are available for you to borrow if you would like to see what your young adult will be studying over the coming weeks.

Kirstie Venanzi

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

Marjorie (Helen) Dickerson – I grew up in the Presbyterian Church in Ireland where my parents had been long-time active members.  I first visited America when I was a teenager for an extended vacation with relatives and I fell in love with this country. I later re-located to this country, where I married and raised two beautiful daughters, who are now grown and now have families of their own. Tara, an accountant at Somerset Christian College, has a 14-year old daughter that does honorably at the Somerset Christian Academy in Zarephath, NJ.  Tanya, a flight instructor, has a two-year old boy that is a joy to us all.  My work now is babysitting my grandson.  I look forward to adding the values of a Christian education to his life. My husband Stanley and I look forward to meeting and getting to know many members of the First Presbyterian Church family.

Stanley Dickerson – I was born in New Brunswick, NJ and have lived in this area for many years.  I have been a member of the Spotswood Reformed Church and transferred to the First Presbyterian Church of Hightstown.  I am currently retired from a computer programmer position at McGraw-Hill Companies. However, I continue to work part-time as an outside contractor for the company from time-to-time.  Helen and I married in 2003 and enjoy visiting Ireland where she was born and we also enjoy visiting with our grandson and granddaughter.  I spend time, as a “handy man,” assisting senior citizens with projects around their homes, where I get to indulge my passion for fixing things.  I look forward to participating in the Men’s Fellowship and doing maintenance projects with Buildings & Grounds.  I also look forward to Bible study to enhance the Bible study I do at home now.

Charles Ernst – I moved to Cranbury two years ago and have been attending this church for Sunday worship and the Men’s Bible Study group on Sunday evenings.  I am transferring from Nassau Presbyterian Church. Before that, I was an ordained Elder at the Noroton Presbyterian Church in Darien, CT. During 15 years as a member at the Noroton Church, I ran the Men’s Retreat Program and led the praise music program.  I am a business communications professional and music composer. I have two daughters, Sarah an environmentalist in South Carolina, and Margaret a sophomore at Bryn Mawr.

Elaine Fitzgerald – I was born and raised Lutheran and was baptized at St. John’s Lutheran Church, confirmed at Nativity Lutheran Church and married at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Philadelphia. We moved from Philadelphia to New Brunswick in 1955. In 1962 we purchased a house in North Brunswick, then when we retired we moved to Greenbriar in Monroe Township in 1997. My husband, Walter, passed away after 52 years of marriage. We have a son Warren, his wife Sandy, grandchildren, Michael and Megan and a daughter Marie, her husband Greg and grandchildren, Ryan and Melissa.  Having enjoyed singing in the choir at Emanuel Church in New Brunswick, I have joined the Chorale here at our Church. 

K.Y. Huang – I am married with two children, my wife Alice, daughter Emma and son Tyler.  I’m working as an engineer in a telecomm company, JDSU.  We have been attending this church since 2006.  My family and I enjoy the people we meet here and the children are enjoying the Sunday School programs.  It was during the Men’s Retreat Weekend in 2003 that I first became a believer.  Since then I have continued to enjoy reading and studying the Bible and have joined the Christian Education Committee as a way to help share my faith with others. However, I am grateful that I can serve the church and its community in any way.  This is the church where we feel comfortable coming to worship.

Patricia Kubinski - I am a widow and live in the adult community “Encore” in Monroe.  I lived in East Brunswick for most of my life.  I attended and was married at the Aldersgate Methodist Church in East Brunswick.  I have two children, Steven in Old Bridge and a daughter, Lynn in West Windsor.  I have four granddaughters and one grandson.  I enjoy an active life in my adult community.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
The Men’s Fellowship Club will meet for breakfast at the Cranbury Inn on Thursday, December 18 (one week before Christmas) at 8:30 a.m.  After breakfast our Christmas topic speaker will be the Reverend Lewis Blackmer of Monroe Village.

111 years ago a little girl named Virginia Hanlon wrote to the NY Sun asking if there really was a Santa Clause.  The editor’s answer beginning with “Dear Virginia” became famous.  Lew Blackmer’s description of that correspondence will be appropriate for the season as well as interesting and amusing.
Lew is a retired Baptist minister who attends many of our services with his wife Ruth.  He has spoken to us about Christmas in years past.  He is a native of New York State and attended seminaries in Rochester and Princeton.  He served as an army chaplain in Europe during both WWII and the Korean War.  He served as minister to seven different churches in NY, PA and NJ during his career including in New Brunswick and Hightstown.  He is an excellent speaker.

We invite the ladies of our congregation to join us on December 18 for good fellowship and a very good program.

MISSION, SERVICE & GRANTS NEWS
CHRISTMAS WREATHS

Wreaths may be, as in the past, picked up at the Gordon’s home at 127 North Main Street after December 3.
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TASK NEEDS OUR HELP!

Here is a wonderful way to serve others in need and have fellowship with other members of our church. Please contact Anne Gordon if you would like to join us to serve a meal at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. The church van departs the parking lot by 2:30 p.m. and returns by 5:45 p.m. If you have donations: men’s clothing, food items, baby food, hygiene kits or books, call Anne Gordon at 409-7885.  We will be going to TASK; Thursday, December 4, Monday, January 5 and Thursday, February 5.
SKEET’S FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is getting ready for winter. The deacons and the pantry have used this food to make Thanksgiving Baskets and will use the food for the Christmas baskets during the holiday season. 

Food is not the only commodity needed by the pantry. The pantry needs helpers. We are looking for a few good baggers. This is a once a month job that requires about two hours of time. Also it would be a tremendous help if we had one or two volunteers who are willing to come to Fellowship Hall, greet people and keep a friendly eye on things the third Friday of the month from 8 am until 11 a.m.  This is when our clients come in and pick up their groceries. All these tasks can be shared or tag teamed and are way more blessing than burden. Please consider this request with an open prayerful heart and contact me if you are able and willing. The food pantry is also in need of brown paper grocery bags.

Yours in Christ, Fran Stewart (Frannymag58@aol.com)

FOURTH ANNUAL GUATEMALA

GOURMET DINNER FUNDRAISER

Friday and Saturday Night Only

Where:  First Presbyterian Church of Cranbury

Time:  Seating Begins at 6:30 PM

Dinner served at 7:00 PM

Price:  $50.00 or more

Food Choices:  Filet Mignon, Salmon or Chicken

Date:   Friday, January 30, 2009

Entertainment:  Cranbury Presbyterian Brass Band

Date:  Saturday, January 31, 2009

Entertainment:  Classical Gourgard

Gallery String Quartet

For tickets call the church office at 395-0897 or Lil Conley at 395-0642 

MISSION MATTERS

Karen Jones, who made all the arrangements for the CROP Walk, announced that $2,010.00 was collected, surely the largest amount our church has ever collected fin any one year for this worthwhile cause. CROP Walk money goes through Church World Service to help meet the constantly arising needs for food, disaster assistance, etc.  Around twenty persons walked.  Many thanks to all who contributed money and/or time and energy and a special thanks to Karen who worked hard and innovatively on this activity.

At their monthly meetings the Golden Age Neighbors of Cranbury have made available a container in which members could drop a few coins or bills.  Skeet's Pantry is now $43.41 richer, thanks to this practice.  Thanks to these Golden Age Neighbors who are concerned about the needy ones nearby.

A letter of appreciation was received from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for our recent gift of $3,000 for General Relief and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. He writes about the man whose home was recently destroyed by Hurricane Gustav.  In 2005, his home was also hit hard by Hurricane Katrina then destroyed by Hurricane Rita. He and his family lost everything for the third time in three years.  Our gift helps PDA not only to give practical help to such sufferers but, in helping, to tell the wonderful story of Christ's healing love.

Centurion Ministries wrote a letter of thanks for our gift of $5,000. They are particularly grateful for this gift in view of the financial hardships we are all facing.  Some time ago we sent a check to Cook School for Christian Leadership and we recently received a note of appreciation.  Their mission is to educate and empower Native Americans for Christian leadership and our support enables them to carry out this task.

We continue to have a great interest in Mike and Nancy Haninger who work with various health ministries of the Presbyterian Church of the Congo.  As you will note in a letter included in this newsletter, any money we can send to the Haningers saves lives.

Even as we give to worthy causes around the world, our missions locally continue to go forward, and these missions include the Senior Fellowship which adds a new dimension to life for seniors in the community as well as the church, and TASK which feeds the hungry in Trenton. We are grateful for Connie Bauder who heads the Senior Fellowship and to Anne Gordon who coordinates the work our church does at TASK. And, of course, we are also grateful for others who work with Connie and Anne.

Gretchen Stults

MISSION CONNECTIONS

A letter from Mike and Nancy Haninger in Congo

October 18, 2008

Dear Friends,

We wanted to share with you some stories of how you are making a direct and profound difference in the lives of people here in the Congo. In many cases, the difference is whether they live or die.


Kayaya Yshimbawu is alive today because of contributions from caring PC(USA) donors. 

Kayaya Yshimbawu is 39 years old and has eight children. Earlier this week, one of our physicians, Dr. Jean Jaques Mulalu, was returning from our outpatient clinic in Kananga. As he was passing by the maternity of a nearby Catholic mission, he was urgently flagged down for help. They had a “pregnant woman in shock from bleeding.” Jean strapped this patient on his motorcycle and brought her to Good Shepherd Hospital in Tshikaji. She was suffering from what is called a placental abruption, where the placenta prematurely separates from the wall of the uterus, causing severe bleeding in pregnancy. She was in profound shock, having lost about 50 percent of her total blood volume. We needed to take her to surgery immediately and, fortunately, had two units of donor blood that we had not needed for another patient. We quickly began transfusing blood and transferred Kayaya immediately to the operating room.

All were aware that she had a very high chance of dying in surgery, but would certainly die shortly without it. When we opened her abdomen, it was full of blood that did not have clots. This is due to a large clot having formed between the placenta and the interior wall of the uterus, which used up all of the body’s “clotting factors,” that is, substances that are necessary to coagulate blood. Her blood would no longer clot, and she was bleeding from everywhere. She needed clotting factors which, in the United States, all hospitals have readily available. Here in Congo, we have no such thing. What we can do is transfuse fresh donor blood with the clotting factors it contains.

But we had no fresh blood and no donors. Kayaya’s husband is a very small man, weighing only 90 pounds. Because of his size, he could only give half a unit of blood, and after doing so he went quickly into the village to look for other possible donors. He was able to find donors for his wife because we told him that the donors would be paid using charity funds that you, PC(USA) mission donors, have given. Five donors came forward. Two of the five had compatible blood. Nancy also donated her blood, and we were able to give Kayaya enough fresh blood with its clotting factors that she stopped bleeding shortly after we finished the surgery. She is alive, looking great, as you can see in her photo! Her husband is not a widower, and their eight children are not orphans, thanks to your gifts.


Muambi Kabungo needed an operation for cervical cancer but didn't have the money to pay for it. Thanks to contributions from PC(USA) donors, she was able to have the operation. 

Muambi Kabungo had cervical cancer that was advanced but still operable. She is a poor village woman with no money, but we performed the operation anyway, paying for her surgery, hospitalization, and for three units of blood with the gifts that you have provided to charity care. It costs about $30 per unit to buy blood. Fortunately, she only needed one unit, and we kept the other two in reserve. (Those were the units we used initially for Kayaya in order to give her enough blood pressure to be able to operate on her.) Today, Muambi is recuperating very nicely after a surgery that has a very good chance of curing her cancer.

Last December we told the story of Mujinga. Mujinga was admitted convulsing with eclampsia. She looked bad, but she did survive with a very large hospital bill. We asked for your help to pay her bill, and you responded with generosity beyond what was needed. The funds that remained have gone to very good use, including for Muambi and Kayaya, two women who are alive today, thanks to your generosity and love.

There are many more stories such as these and many more patients who we cannot help without your generosity. We find a lot of reproductive cancer here, much of it beyond any possible treatment. But some cases are still treatable with surgery. Given that we are the only hospital where such surgery is possible, that makes us the only hope for these women. Good Shepherd Hospital receives some support from churches in the States, but mostly survives off of local receipts from a very poor population. Unless patients pay for their care, the hospital cannot afford to give that care. It breaks our hearts to have to tell patients that before we can schedule their surgery, they must pay what amounts to a down payment of about $110 (the average annual family income in Congo), which is way out of reach of most patients, and they never return. The help that you give is their greatest hope. It literally means their lives.

We thank you for saving so many and ask you to help us save more. 

Would that we could save them all!

Our love, Mike and Nancy

OTHER NEWS
PARTY AT MONROE VILLAGE

Church members who are residents of Monroe Village enjoyed a Halloween party Thursday, October 23.  Hosts were Beverly and Craig Gilbert and Gretchen and Stan Stults who provided the goodies.  Ruth Blackmer had made arrangements for the room and the punch which, as always, Monroe supplied.  Gretchen read an amusing, yet thoughtful, article on "The Gift of Aging."  Pastor Lou entertained us with trivia questions, answers by political figures to "Why the Chicken Crossed the Road," and other chuckle producing items.  General conversation followed and those present discussed the upcoming 275th Anniversary of the Cranbury Church, as well as the 25th Anniversary of the Cranbury Church Nursery School.  Members left the party with a mini-pumpkin, donated by the Stults Farm, and everyone was glad he/she had been present.

Gretchen Stults
ATTENTION MOMS!  Do you worry about your children? Come experience how you can replace your anxiety and fear with peace and hope by praying with other moms. Moms In Touch International gathers moms together to pray specifically for our children, their teachers, and schools.
Moms in Touch provides support and encouragement to moms who carry heavy burdens for their children.  Won’t you join with us in prayer for this next generation? Please contact Cathy Vogen at cvogen@comca st.net for information about groups in your town. For more information about Moms In Touch International, visit www.MomsInTouch.org.

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS
In this season of giving thanks, Connie Bauder, coordinator of Senior Fellowship, would like to give thanks to all the members of the Senior Fellowship Planning Committee for all of their hard work, time, and donations of items and baked goods for our programs. Special thanks go to those who use their cars to transport members of Senior Fellowship when we go on trips.  Without their generosity, we would be unable to go on trips with more than 14 people.

Please join me in thanking these people for their service: Agnes and Don Winchell, Bonnie Beckford Wagman, Brenda Kirkenir, Jane Hovland, Barbara Hannon, Nancy Chonko, Phyllis Bialor and Bill Bauder. Special thanks to Bill Bauder for driving the church van and Bill Keller for making sure the van was fueled up and ready to go. Special thanks also to Heidi and Cabot Knowlton for their help in setting up, driving, baking and picking up members. Thanks also go to Doris Wiegartner and the other members of the Mission, Services and Grants Committee for their guidance, support and funding.
__________________________________________

Senior Fellowship exercise class has grown and grown! We are currently keeping a waiting list. If you would like to be placed on the waiting list, please call Connie Bauder at 395-1215. 
EXERCISE SCHEDULE

December 1, December 4, December 8
December 11, December 15, December 18
Upcoming Event
Senior Fellowship will celebrate Christmas with the Annual Christmas Luncheon on Tuesday, December 16 at noon in Fellowship Hall. Join us for a full luncheon, singing some of the old favorite Christmas songs and entertainment by the students of CPNS.

Please make reservations to attend by Sunday, December 7 by calling Phyllis at 409-8533 if you are not on our Senior Fellowship calling list or if you are on the calling list and you plan to bring a guest. If you register and find that you cannot attend, please call Phyllis as soon as you know you cannot attend.  If you do not drive, notify Phyllis and we will arrange to pick you up and take you home. 
Program Schedule
Senior Fellowship is open for all seniors in the church or community. We have a wonderful group and would like to have you join us. We provide rides for those who need them. The Senior Fellowship coordinator is Connie Bauder. If you have any questions, please contact her at 395-1215.
SESSION NEWS
Letter from Session

The Impact of the Current Economic Situation on Our Church

Dear Church Family,

Over the past months we have all watched with dismay the deterioration of the global economy and accompanying market volatility.  Individuals, as well as organizations, including our Church, are being affected in many ways.  The challenges facing all our families as a result are no doubt on your mind, and have been on the mind of all members of Session, who have discussed these events and their impact on the finances of the Church, its mission and ministries.

We write to share with you an overview of our analysis of the Church’s financial position, and our thinking about how we are preparing to meet the future.  Please feel free to contact any member of Session and members of the Stewardship & Finance Committee with any questions you may have.

Our Church’s finances depend on two primary sources of income to meet its obligations: (1) individual stewardship through pledges and plate income and (2) income received from the Church’s endowment.  As for individual stewardship, which forms the bulk of the budget, we pray for your continuing financial support.  While the market value of our endowment has declined, the endowment is broadly diversified and has almost no exposure to the riskiest investment instruments.  Because of the prudent investment management of the Fund and conservative spending policy established for the endowment, we do not anticipate any negative impact on funds available for spending this year and foresee only a modest impact for next year. Nevertheless, it is clear that nobody really knows where all of this is headed.  Some argue that we are near a bottom; others say the fundamentals of the economy are so weak that we can expect a deep and long recession.  

For those of us on Session who have been responsible for guiding the Church in both good and bad times, our job is to develop plans for a variety of contingencies.  Rest assured that all of us remain committed to supporting all of the missions and ministries of the Church and realize that it is often at times such as these that our Church’s involvement in the community is needed more than ever.  Should decisions about contingency measures be necessary, they will be guided by our commitment to proclaim God’s faithfulness today and for generations to come.

Yours in Christ,

Members of the Session

Gleanings from the Session Meeting

November 18, 2008

Since we were meeting in November, Pastor Lou opened the meeting by asking everyone to name one thing for which he/she was most thankful. Not surprisingly, family and friends rated high on almost everyone's list.  Lou then prayed a prayer, emphasizing Thanksgiving.

Barbara Hannon, moderator and Diane Yeager represented the Deacons.  Pat Demers was a guest who spoke movingly about civil rights for gays and lesbians.

Session had attended a Called Meeting on November 9 and spoken with and welcomed the following new members who were later introduced to the congregation:  Stanley and Helen Dickerson, Patricia Kubinski, Elaine Fitzgerald, Charles Ernst and K.Y. Huang. K.Y. was baptized during the church service.

Ken Gordon explained that right now there isn't much difference in our income from endowment funds from last year through next year, but it is difficult to predict what will happen after that.

Pastor Lou listed several events in the church which we should celebrate:  All Saints Sunday and Home Communion; Fifty-Year+ Member Recognition, New Members, Mission Preacher and Caring Crafts.  It was moved that Session approve the church officer schedule of events for 2009 which includes the Annual Meeting of Congregation - January 25 (the deadline for Annual Reports is January 11), various training events for officers - January 10, January 31 and February 7, and Ordination and Installation of new officers – February 8 with February 22 as alternate.  At the request of the Nominating Committee, Session moved and seconded, and carried to call a Special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 7, to elect church officers.  This date is in accordance with our by-laws.

Carol Kientz, Stated Clerk, announced that Presbytery had advised her that the American Boys Choir will be singing in the Bordentown Presbyterian Church on December 10 at 7 p.m.  Cost per ticket is $30.00.  If anyone wishes to inquire about the performance or buy tickets, please call Elko McAtieri at 329-0271.

Pastor Lou spoke of the deaths of and services for Helene Cody and Tony Paxton as well as the memorial service for Charlotte Allen's grandson.  Charlotte was a long ago member of the Cranbury Church.  These deaths and services take an emotional toll on both the pastor and the congregation.

Barbara Hannon reported that home communion had been served to seven persons.  Session voted to accept the resignations from the Board of Deacons by Heidi Bonwell and Sonja Bianchi.

Several fund raisers by youth were approved, including the Souper Bowl Offering on Super Bowl Sunday.

Pastor Lou stated that Presbytery meeting would be held on November 25 at the Jamesburg Church.  We are allowed four commissioners: our two pastors and two elder commissioners.  Gretchen Stults is permanent commissioner and Session voted to make Pat Demers commissioner for this November meeting.

Larry White, chair of the Outreach Committee, reported that several persons had been switched from active to inactive membership, 5 at their request, and the balance because they never responded to the committee or there was no way to contact them.

Alan Danser, chair of the Stewardship and Finance Committee, announced that as of now we are $12,000 below in plate receipts what we budgeted, and our pledge receipts have fallen to about $21,500 behind budget.  Expenditures are $22,700 below what was budgeted so our totals are now not quite in the black.  Pledges received as of November 11 are l37 totaling 254,298. These include 10 new pledges, 42 increased pledges, 77 remained the same, and 8 pledges decreased from last year.

Session concluded its meeting in the usual fashion, by standing, holding hands and praying the Lord's Prayer.

Gretchen Stults, Elder
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

ACTIVITIES IN DECEMBER
Activities in December

December 5
(Friday at 4 pm) to December 7 (Sunday at 1 pm) Middle School Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg on the theme “Created in God’s Image” 
Dec. 7 
6-7:30 pm Youth Group Service Project: Christmas Baskets 
Dec. 10
(Wed.) High School Group at Cranbury Pizza from 6:30-7:30 pm
Dec. 14 
Meet at 3:30 pm for 4 pm Vespers Service - Youth Group sit together  
Dec. 21 
6-7:30pm Youth Group Christmas Party: Bring a dessert & a $10 present to exchange.
Dec. 24
(Wed.) No Cranbury Pizza because it’s Christmas Eve!  Worship services at 5 pm, 8 pm, and 11 pm 
Dec. 28 
No Youth Group due to holidays: Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Save the Date!

January 4
6-7:30pm Youth Group Kick-Off for the New Year 
Jan. 11
Coffee Hour: Students begin taking orders for the Hoagie Sale fundraiser for Youth Mission Trip 2009, and evening field trip from 6-8pm Bowling at Brunswick Country Lanes

2008 Christmas Joy Offering

Dear Congregation Friends,

It is the Holiday Season again.  We often wish people Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays.  However, some people may be struggling in this year’s holidays especially under the current financial difficult time, and some of these people are our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

For seventy years, Presbyterians have given the Christmas Joy Offering during Advent.  It offers Presbyterians a direct way to help those in need and obtain the joy of Christmas spirit by sharing it with others.  The 50% of the offering goes to the Board of Pensions’ Financial Assistance Programs to help retired church workers and their surviving spouses live modestly and continue to maintain their independence.  The other 50% of the offering goes to the Presbyterian Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges to provide scholarships to deserving students as well as help with basic operating costs. These institutions develop leaders in the church and in society, and they enable students to discover and pursue their professional goals.

This year our family has the privilege of helping with the Christmas Joy Offering.  We hope to inspire people to open our hearts and make the donations to the good cause.  In Luke 6:38, Jesus says to us Give, and it will be given to you.  Let’s trust God and giving with joyful hearts, even in the time of difficulty, to the people who truly need helps.  

Sincerely,

K.Y. Huang Family
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December Birthdays
Chris Cole
12/01

Emily Forman
12/01

Laura Jackson
12/01

Pam Ornberg
12/01

S. Warren Tantum
12/01

Jane Venanzi
12/02

Tyler Will
12/02

Tommy Allen
12/02

Diana Joseph-Riley
12/03

Kadi Cier
12/04

Emma Corr
12/04

Eleanor Andrews
12/05

Carol Kientz
12/05

Alexander Ill
12/09

Elisabeth Liu
12/09

Linda Wegryn
12/10

John Donovan
12/12

Matthew Lindbloom
12/12

Marion Sutton
12/12

Don Jo Swanagan
12/12

Carol Sprout
12/13

Evan Cole
12/14

Brenda Kirkenir
12/14

Walter Veghte, III
12/14

Richard Zimmer
12/14

Adria Janni
12/15

Melissa Barnes
12/17

Eileen Keve
12/17

Connie Woodhead
12/17

Fritz Hager
12/18

Christine Oglesby
12/18

Catherine Krajcsovics
12/19

Christine Schafer
12/19

Allison Baverov
12/20

Andrew Sholl
12/20

Jane Conklin
12/21

John Frisch, Jr.
12/21

Stephanie Steenvoorden
12/22

Stephen Szczepanik
12/22

Matthew Toplin
12/22

Carol Kane
12/23

James Cox
12/24

Christina Frezel
12/24

Betty Cubberley
12/25

George Smith
12/25

Eva Ciccodicola
12/26

Frederick Jaeger
12/26

Hannah Moy
12/26

Holly Woodhead
12/26

Willis Applegate
12/27

Joy Will
12/27

Michael Grossman
12/28

Carlene Reyes
12/29

Christina Chermak
12/30

George Conley, V
12/30

	SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS DURING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

SAVE THESE DATES!

	DECEMBER 14

ANNUAL CAROL SING

Before Worship

10:20 AM – outside the Sanctuary

FAMILY CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

After Worship in Fellowship Hall
Featuring the Brass Choir and a Christmas Sing-A-Long

CHRISTMAS VESPERS
4:00 PM in the Sanctuary 
Presented by the Choirs and Ensembles of the First Presbyterian Church. 

	December 24

CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 PM – Children’s Service - Please remember to have your child bring his or her own bell!
8:00 PM – Family Service - featuring beautiful Christmas music
11:00 PM – Candlelight Service Communion, a Cranbury tradition. In this candlelight service, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper and conclude by lighting individual candles for the Christ child while singing “Silent Night.”
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	Pastors

Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell

Rev. Rosanna Anderson

	Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Fall/Winter Worship Service (Childcare provided)
	Church Office Hours

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Closed: 12/24, 12/25, 12/26, 12/31, 1/1 and 1/2
	Christian Education for All Ages begins at 9:15 a.m.


	Cranbury Presbyterian Nursery School (CPNS)

Janice Parker, Director

Phone: 609-655-8663

cpnschool@ comcast.net
Closed: 12/23-1/2
	You can view the monthly newsletter and calendar on our website at www.cranburypres.org.
If you have suggestions, or want to submit information to be included on the website, send your request to webmaster@cranburypres.org. Requests made by Wednesday will be posted on the website by Saturday.
	The deadline for the January Newsletter is December 18, 2008.  If possible, please submit articles as attachments via email to:
FirstPresOffice@comcast.net
	Dates and Deadlines

12/11   9:00a Session Material Due

12/16   7:30p Session Meeting
12/18   Newsletter Info Due


If you do NOT wish to receive hard copies of future newsletters in the mail,
please notify the church office.
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